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FOREWORD 

The purpose of the "Statistical Atlas of Poland" is to satisfy a much-felt 

need for a publication which would give a concise and comprehensive survey 

of Poland as she was in the period between the two Great Wars and would 

show her latent possibilities of development. 

The publications which appeared in Poland before the present war are 

almost all inaccessible. This lack of statistical material on the subject of Poland 

was partially remedied by the publication in mid-1942 of the "Concise Statistical 

Year Book, 1939-42" (London 1942). Nevertheless, diagramatic m~ps giving 

information in synthesised and pictorial form are frequently required; students 

interested in these problems will thus find it easier to assimilate and memorise 

the information given in the Atlas. 

This Atlas is designed to deal with only those questions which concern 

Poland, and therefore contains no maps or diagrams giving comparative 

information about other countries. But in order to enable general compara

tive conclusions to be drawn the Atlas ends with some statistical tables which 

show the most important comparative factors in other countries. 
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES 

The Atlas is based mainly on the official data taken from the publications of the 
Chief Bureau of Statistics of the Polish Republic, The League of Nation Year-Book, 
The Year-Book of the International Inst itute of Ag riculture, The Mineral Industry 
of the British Empire and Foreign Countries (London) , and The Mineral Year-Book 
(Washington) . 

The cartograms and diagrams of the Atlas cover data for the period 1919-1939, 
but for better illustration a comparison has in some cases been made with earlier 
periods. 

The frontiers and area of the Polish Republic have been based on the position 
at 31st August 1939. But owing to the lack of statistical data concerning all problems 
of the southern part of the Silesian Voivodship, this area is taken into consideration 
only in Tables 1, 2, 3 and 5. The area mentioned was lost by Poland in 1920. and 
until the year 1938 formed part of Czechoslovakia. The only data available from 
Czechoslovakian Statistics were : area-1,100 sq . km. and population - 240,800 
inhabitants. 

The administrative division of the Polish Republic was changed twice in the 
period immediately before the war. 

In cartograms the boundaries of 31st August 1939 have been used. As, how
ever, in certain cases the available statistical data, much of it based on the last census 
(1931), could not be applied to this division, an earlier one, that of 31st March 1938, 
has been adapted in some of the maps. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
of 31 st March 1938. 

VOIVODSHIPS: 

1. The City of Warsaw. 
(a separate voivodship · 
for which separate data 
has been given in most 
of the tables.) 

2. Warsaw voivodship. 

3. Lodz. 

4. Kielce. 

5. lublin . 

6. Bialystok. 

7. Wilno. 

8. Novogrodek. 

9. Polesie. 

10. Wolyn (Wolynia). 

11. Poznan. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 
of 31st August 1939. 

12. Pomorze 

(Polish Pomerania). 

13. Silesia. 

14. Cracow. 

15. Lwow. 

16. Stanislawow. 

17. Tarnopol. 

The maps above show the administrative division of Poland into 17 voivodships 
varying in area between 16,000 and 32,000 square kilometres. 

The voivodships are in turn divided into districts (powiaty). Certain towns 
form separate administrative districts under their own authorities. In those maps 
(Tables 12, 13) where this administrative sub-division is shown, data relating to 
urban districts have in most cases been included in the data of the rural districts 
within which they lie. In the remaining maps the Republic has been shown either 
as divided into voivodships or as comprising four distinct large regions. 

SCALE 

WEIGHTS 
AND 
MEASURES 

The latter, although not administrative units, have in many respects certain 
individual characteristics, ofan economic or still more of a cultural nature, as a result of 
geographical conditions and of their history in past centuries. After the fall of the Polish 
State towards the end of the XVlll century, Polish territory was torn into three parts 
which, for over one hundred years, lived under three unrelated systems of law. 
politics, economics and culture . This influence accentuated the existing differences, 
and consequently, in the early years after the restitution of the Polish Republic, 
four main regions, with varying economic, social and cultural characteristics, could 
be distinguished. Each year saw the differences merging, but it remains more con
venient to examine certain phenomena in relation to the four regions as units . 

These regions are : 

1. Central Voivodships. 
2. Eastern Voivodships. 
3. Western Voivodships. 
4. Southern Voivodships. 

The maps are drawn in the following scales:

Map of Poland (Table 1)-1 : 4,000,000. 

Larger cartograms -1 : 5,000,000. 

Smaller cartograms and maps : 

1 : 10,000,000-Tables 2, 3, 14, 20, 30, 32, 33, 36, 38, 42. 

1 : 15,000,000,. Tables 15, 27, 28, 31 . 

1 : 20,000,000-Table 5. 

The metric system being in use in Poland, data are given in metric units. For 
convenience of the English reader a list of metric abbreviations and a table for con
version to English weights and measures are Included. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
METRIC AND ENGLISH EQUIVALENT 

mm 1 millimetre= 0-001 m = 0-039 inch 
m 1 metre = 1 ·094 yards 

km 1 kilometre = 1,000 m = 0·621 mile 
sq . mm 1 square millimetre = 0·000001 sq. m = 0·002 sq. inch 
sq. cm 1 square centimetre = 0·155 sq. inch 
sq. m 1 square metre = 10·764 sq. feet 

ha. 1 hectare = 10,000 sq. metres = 2·471 acres 
cubic m 1 cubic metre = 35·315 cubic feet 

L 1 litre = 1 ·760 pints 
kg 1 kilogram = 2·205 lb. avoirdupois 
q. 1 quintal = 100 kg = 1 ·968 cwt. 
t. 1 tonne = 1,000 kg = 0·984 ton 

ENGLISH AND METRIC EQUIVALENT 

1 inch 
1 foot 
1 yard 
1 mile 
1 sq. inch 
1 acre 
1 cubic foot 
1 cubic yard 
1 pint 
1 lb. avoirdupois 
1 cwt. (112 lbs.) 
1 tor'I (20 cwt.) 

= 25·400 mm 
= 0·305 m 
= 0·914 m 
= 1·609 km 
= 6·452 sq. cm 
= 0·405 ha. 
= 0·028 cubic m 
= 0·765 cubic m 
= 0·5681. 
= 0·454 kg 
= 50·80Z kg 
= 1 ·016 tonnes 
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TABLE I 

TABLE 2 

TABLE 3 

TABLE 4 

TERRITORY AND POPULATION 
PROBLEMS 

The basic elements of the existence of every nation are its territory and its 

population . We devote the first section of the Atlas to problems connected with 

these factors. 

The first four Tables show the boundaries, the rivers and the towns, the climatic 

conditions and the land forms in Poland. 

Furthermore, the condition of the State and its progress depend on the factor 

of the distribution of the population, the extent to which it is concentrated in 

towns and engaged in urban occupations, or is scattered over the country and 

engaged in agriculture . A further vital factor in the economy of the country is 

played by the age structure of the population. These factors are illustrated in 

Tables 6 and 7. 

The map of the Polish Republic in Table 1 shows the political frontiers on 

August 31st 1939. It also gives the major rivers, canals, the larger towns 

(according to the 1931 census there are 636 towns in Poland , of which 151 have 

populations greater than 10,000 and 14 more than 100,000), and the more important 

railways. 

The small map below illustrates Poland's geographical position with relation to 

her neighbours at March 1st 1938, that is, before the beginning of the latest German 

expansion. 

The maps in Table 2 show the isotherms in winter and in summer and the annual 

range of temperature. 

The whole of Poland except the southern fringe on the slopes of the Carpathians 

lies in the eastern part of the European plain and belongs to the Cool Temperate 

Oceanic great climatic region . But the climate in Poland is more markedly continental 

than in North-Western Europe ; therefore winter is colder (the average for the 

coldest month being below the freezing point) and summer is warmer. 

The first map in Table 3 shows the distribut ion of the annual rainfall ; the second 

gives the climatic regions in Poland. 

The map in Table 4 illustrates the distribution of lowlands and uplands in Poland 

and shows watersheds. 
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CLIMATE I 

TEMPERATURE 
(After E. ROMER, Prof. of Geognphy at the Unlv. of Lwow.) 

JANUARY ISOTHERMS 
0 

_C __ F_ c 

18" ~- 6'4·4< 
19" - 66·2 
20 ' ~ 68·0° 

TABLE 2 

JULY ISOTHERMSN~ 

J 
)V1lno 

I 

ANNUAL RANGE OF TEMPERATURE 

Note.-Temperature expressed in degrees centigrade. 

_C __ F_ 

18' ·- lN 
19· = H·r 
20 . 36·0 ' 
21 = 37-8 
ll' = 39·6' 
21"= 41 ·'4° 
2•0 ~ 43·2 
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CLIMATE 11 

Rainfall centimetres: 

~l ~upto SO 

~ ~50-70 

Regions : 
I. Baltic 
2. lake district 
). Ccntr.if 
4. Carpnh Ian 
S. Eanern 
6. South-East~rn 

TABLE 3 
MEAN ANN.UAL RAINFALL 

(After E. ROHER. Prof. of Geography :.t the Unlv. of lwow.) 

Note.-50 cm 19·5 inches. 
70 cm 27·3 inches. 

CLIMATE REGIONS 
(After S. LENCl::WICZ, Prof. of Geography at the Un1v. of W>ruw.) 

15 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DISTRICTS 

------ Boundaries of adm .dis~rict• 

.... ,.,..,~'"' ' W trn d-

s f om 22 to 150 
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e Note.-
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LAND FORMS TABLE 4 

f 

---- Waten.hed.s 

~ Uplands from 225 to 350 m. 

• Mountains ~nd Uplands over 3SO m. (After S. LENCEWICZ, Prof. of Geography at the Unlv. ol Waruw.) 
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FRONTIERS, AREA AND POPULATION TABLE 5 
THE FRONTIERS OF POLAND 

- land frontiers 

=sea"'°uc 

Note.-The area of the inner circle Is eq11ivolent to the oreo 1'( Poland. scale 
I : 20,()()() ,()()(). The outer circle is tquitrolent ta the torol fen(th of 
Polcnd's frontiers . 

POPULATION OF POLAND (1800-1939) 
~..--~~~~~~~~~~-~~~--.-~~~-r-~--r-----, 

-Poland -
-- Central volvodshlps 

----- Eastern volvodshlps 
····---- Western volvodships 
-- Southern voivodships 
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lO r----~~---'-~-+---~-+-

1 ! 
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Scale I : 20,000,000. 
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POPULATION 
URBAN AND RURAL 
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TABLE 6 
POPULATION ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX (Census 1931) 

I 
AGE: 

70 and o\'er 

IS.It 

10-14 

l,000,000 

C=.J FEMALES ~HAIUUEO 

CHANGES IN THE STRUCTURE OF POPULATION 
.. ACCORDING TO AGE ACCORDING TO SEX ACCORDING TO AGE ANO SEX 

I 9 2 I I 9 3 I 
100 

~ . 0 50 100 

HALES FEMALES HAUS FEl'+ALES AGE-GROUPS : 1900 
1921 
19)2 

1939 

I I j 6~ an1 ov~r I I I 
~0.4 

~S-9 

~l().14 
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80 

70 

60 

so 

30 

20 
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1900 
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1919 

1900 
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1900 

~ 0 1900 1921 
~SO.S9 1m 

AGE-GROUPS: 19)9 

I I I 

I I I 

I I ! 

I 
I 50-64 I I I I 

I 
I 

I 15-49 I I I I 

I 
I 
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I 0..1• J J 1 l 

[z=.zJ 60-69 EZZZl 0..14 ~ S0-64 • • 0 so 100 

~ 70 and O¥er ~ 15-49 ~ 6S and over C=:=JMales C=:=JFemale1 

POPULATION OF AGE - GROUP 15-19 YEARS 
1900 1921 1935 1939 

c::::Jboys c::::J11rl1 I sq. mm . .,. SOOO persons 
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URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION 
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TABLE 8 

TABLE 9 

NATIONALITY PROBLEMS 
Tables 6-10 represent the problems of nationality and religion in Poland on 

the basis of the 1931 census. The mother tongue has been assumed to determine 
nationality. 

As a result of Poland's geographical position in the heart of the Continent and 
in the path of migratory movements and wars, a considerable proportion of non
Polish population exists in certain regions side by side with the Polish population 
proper. The latter totalled 21,993,000 at the 1931 census and 24,388,000 in 1939 
according to reliable estimates. 

Intensive colonisation of western Poland by Germany during the occupation 
in the XIX century left scattered groups of minority Germans totalling 741,000 
in 1931. 

In the XV-XVlll centuries the migration of the Polish population eastwards to 
the then mainly desert areas, and to a smaller degree che westward movement o( 

the Ukranian population, resulted in greatly mixing the Polish and Ukrainian popula
tion (4,441,000 in 1931) in the south-east, and the Polish and White Ruthenian popula
tion (990,000 in 1931) in the north - east. In parts of the eastern voivodship of 
Polesie, which are marshland and have poor communications, this mingling of races, 
added to the lack of culture and of national consciousness, has led to the fact that 
a great part of the population (707,000) is unaware of its nationality, speaking a 
hybrid dialect of Ukrainian and White Ruthenian which it calls the local language. 

Distinct from this phenomenon is the appearance throughout the country of 
greater or smaller concentrations of the Jewish population (2,732,000 in aggregate) 
who came from western and sometimes eastern Europe principally in the XII · to 
XVI centuries, and some of them in the XIX century, those from the west being 
driven hither by religious and racial persecution. 

In addition there are in Poland small national groups : Russian (138,000), 
Lithuanian (83,000), and Czech (38,000). The existence of the first of these is due 
chiefly to the immigration into Poland (in earlier periods) of Russians belonging to 
various sects and fleeing from Russia because of religious persecution. The other 
minorities live near the borders of their respective countries. 

The map illustrates the density of population in each volvodshtp. The circles 
represent the aggregate population of each voivodshlf. each circle being divided 
according to nationality groups. (The population of the City of Warsaw is inciuded 
with the population of the Warsaw voivodship.) Minorities comprising less than 
0·3% of the population of a voivodship are not shown individually but are grouped 
together as " Others." 

It can be seen from the map that the Poles live largely in the most densely 
populated areas. Other nationality groups, on the contrary. preponderate In less 
densely populated areas. 

On the background of the density of population in the various volvodships. 
the scale of population according to religion is illustrated. (The population of the 
City of Warsaw is excluded from the voivodship and illustrated separately.) Because 
of technical difficulties it has not been possible to show individual religious groups 
comprising less than 0·3% of the population. 

25 



TABLE 10 

26 

The first diagram illustrates the disparity between urban and rural settlement 

of some nationality groups in the whole of Poland and in groups of voivodships ; 

the second classifies religion groups according to nationality. The third diagram 

shows the religious proportions in various occupations. The fourth traces the 

numerical progress of each denominational group during the period 1900-1931 in 

relation to the whole population . Diagrams five and six show the variation in the 

proportion of inhabitants of Jewish nationality to aggregate national population, and 

of those of German nationality to population in the western voivodships during the 
XIX and the beginning of the XX century. 

N ATIONALITI ESccensus 1931) TABLE 8 

Density of population : 

CJ up to 40 persons per sq. km. 

over 40 up to 60 

over 60 up to 80 

over 80 up to 100 

over 100 persons 
per sq. km. 

Natlonality : 

-Polish 

-Ukrainian 

- White Ruthenian 

~Russian 

~German 

-Jewish 

Note.-Clrcles denote population of each volvodshl1> (soldlen In barracks excluded.) I sq. mm.= 10,000 lnhabltanu 
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RELIGlONS(census 1931) 

Density of P~u1atlon : 

CJ up lo 40 person~ per sq. km 

~ over 40 up to 60 

D over 60 up to 80 

Dover 80 up to 100 

~ over 100 persons 
L.__J per sq . km 

Religtons : 

- Ro-n Catholic 

- Greek Catholtc 

- Greek Orthodox 

m Protestant 

-Jewish 

CJ0then 
WARSAW 

TABLE -9 

POLAND Note.-Rectangles denote population o( each voivodship (soldiers in barracks excluded) I sq. mm= JO.OOO people. 
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NATIONALITIES AND RELIGIONS (Census of 1931) TABLE I 0 
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RELIGIONS ANALYSED 
ACCORDING TO NATIONALITIES 
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TABLE II 

TABLE 12 

• 

TABLE 13 

PROFESSIONS, VITAL STATISTICS, 

EMIGRATION 

Tables 11, 12 and 13 illustrate the professional structure of population in Poland, 

on the basis of the census of 1931. 

The greater part of the Polish pQpulation derives its liveHhood from agriculture 

(about 61 % of the whole) ; this results in problems of special importance because 

of the liability to agriculcural overcrowding. 

The map in this table represents the density of agricultural population in various 

regions of Poland. Circles denote the whole population in each voivodship, and the 

divisions illustrate the proportion between professional groups deriving their 

livelihood from different sources. (The City of Warsaw is illustrated separately.) 

Owing to the fact . noted above, that the greater part of the population of 

Poland derives its livelihood from agriculture, the small holdings are very often 

overcrowded (particularly in the central and southern areas), and the labour capacity 

and skill of their workers are not fully utilised. This agricultural overcrowding of 

certain regions is illustrated in Table 12. 

Table 12 gives a detailed analysis of the distribution of population liv..ing on 

agriculture. In calculating the percentage of agricultural population in different 

regions, towns with a population of over 100,000 were excluded . 
'-. 

Only a few administrative districts in western Poland have under 50% agricultt1ral 

population .. The majority have 50 - 80% agricultural population and sometimes 

even more. This proportion increases the farther we move towards the south 

and east. 

This table gives a detailed analysis of the distribution of population living on 

industry. (Town populations are included in appropriate administrative districts.) 

The industrialisation of Poland was moving from west to east. Areas in the 

eastern and southern parts of Poland, industrially undeveloped. have under 10% of 

their population living on industry. West of the river line Niemen-Bug, and south 

east from Cracow- Lublin, there 1s little industry, except near Wilno, Lwow the 

oil-fields in the southern parts of Poland, and a few other districts. 

On the other hand, areas north-west of the lines mentioned have developed 

industry, among which can be found centres of high industrial development, par

ticularly in the regions of Warsaw, Lodz, Radom, Poznon, and the industrial region of 

Silesia- Kie Ice- C racow. 

Changes which occurred in the last few years through the- formation of the 

Central Industrial Region are not recorded in this table, which is based on the 1931 

census. Moreover, this industrial development started only a few ye rs before the 

outbreak of the war. 

• 
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TABLE 14 

TABLES 15 
and 16 

• 

The rate of natural increase of population in Poland is very high, one of the 
highest in Europe. 

Births, deaths, marriages and natural increase are shown on the first diagram 
for the period 1896-1938. 

In this period a decline in birth-rate became apparent throughout Poland, 

parallel to that in ether European countries, but it has to be emphasised that the 

birth-rate in Poland remained higher than that of other countries. At the same 

time, the death-rate declined, and more rapidly than the birth-rate. In the eastern 

parts of Poland, where in the past mortality was high, a great decrease occurred, 

and during the years of independence some kind of balance was established with 
the rest of Poland. 

The highest mortality exists in the southern voivodships. Considered according 

to religions, it is noticed that the highest birth-rate is among Greek Orthodox and 

next come Greek Catholics. the latter at the same time showing high mortality. 

As for the changes occurring between 1921 and 1939, which are illustrated on 

.the map, the actual increase (that is, natural increase less emigration) was highest in 

the eastern voivodships, lowest in western voivodships, where Protestants had 
decreased . 

Tables 15 and 16 are devoted to emigration. This problem is of great importance 

to Poland, because the whole country is over-populated, especially in agriculture. 

The closing o~ their frontiers to immigration by overseas countries had serious 

repercussions on the population problems of Poland . 

Apart from emigration, there are many people among the agricultural population 

who leave Poland only for seasonal work in the fields . This is called seasonal emigration, 

and takes place only to neighbouring countries. In Table 15, in the map of emigration 

(non-seasonal), is shown the intensification of emigration in different parts of the 

country (City of Warsaw excluded from the Warsaw voivodship), and for these 

regions for the eleven years ' period 1927-1938 emigrants are classified according to 

the country of destination. 

Table 16 shows in detail the development of emigration and re-immigration in 

the period 1919-1938 Data are also given in regard to repatriation, that is, the 

return of people who emigrated from Poland owing to the war of 1914-1919. For 

the eleven years' period 1927-1938 the two types of emigration have been classified 

according to sex and the country of destination . The diagrams following give a 

classification of emigrants according to religions and professions, and according to 

gainfully occupied and dependent members of family. 

The last diagram illustrates migration for the whole of Poland from 1895-1938, 

that is, the preponderance of emigrants or returning emigrants : 

(a) for the period before the last war (1895-1913), 

(b) for the last war period (1914-1918-war refugees), 

(c) for the period immediately after the war (1919-1923), 

(d) for the period before the economic crisis (1924-1930), 

(e) for the post-crisis period (1931-1938). 

/ . 

OCCUPATIONS (Census 1931) 
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~ over BO up to 100 

over I 00 11eoplc 
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~ 
Population occupied In : 
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TABLE I I 
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- Transport 
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AGRICULTURAL POPULATION Census 1931 TABLE 12 

Percenuge of population deriving its hvetihood from agr1<ulture : 

D upt<1S0'0"/0 

CJ over 80-00 0 
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INDUSTRIAL POPULATION Census 1931 

Percentage of population deriving iu livelihood from industry : 

Ouptol0·0% 
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VITAL STATISTICS 
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EMIGRATION I 

r 
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EMIGRATION II 
EMIGRANTS AND RETURNED EMIGRANTS 

non-seasonal and seasonal 
IN THOUSANDS 
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TABLE 17 

TABLE 18 

EDUCATION 

Tables 17-21 cover the problems of education, schools, illiteracy, and cultural 
propaganda. 

In the sphere of education and culture it was the tragedy of Poland that for 
over a hundred years she was governed by foreign powers whose aim was to 
exterminate Polish culture and denationalize the population, and who endeavoured 
to make the regeneration of the country impossible. 

In the area occupied by Russia this was done by maintaining illiteracy and sup
pressing Polish language and education. There were not many schools and those 
few were badly organised. The lessons were conducted in a foreign language. 

In the German occupied area, on the contrary, schools were numerous and 
primary education for children compulsory, but here again the population was being 
taught in a foreign language and Polish language and culture were the subject of 
persecution. 

The situation was somewhat better in the regions occupied by Austria, where 
studies were conducted in Polish and high schools and universities existed, but the 
authorities did not concern themselves with the extermination of illiteracy. As a 
result of that the Polish Republic had, at the beginning of its independence, an 
enormous percentage of illiterates and complete chaos in the primary, secondary, 
and university grade schools, and the need for catching up the arrears was considerable. 

To a great degree Poland solved this problem. The schools were organised, 
the level of university grade schools and scientific studies was raised, and care was 
taken to propagate learning among the older generation. 

Education in Poland is based on the following types of school : primary schools 
(divided into 6 classes (forms), each class meaning 1 year of study) : secondary 
schools ; and schools of University grade. The latter two groups are sub-divided 
into those which provide general education and those with technical and professional 
curric:ula. There are two grades of secondary schools : the lower (called gymnasiums) 
4 classes, provide the first steps in higher education ; the upper grade (lyceums) 
comprise the highest two classes of secondary education in preparation for University 
studies. Attendance at primary schools was compulsory for children between 
7 and 13 years old. 

All schools in Poland belong to an integral system, so that children after leaving 
primary school go on to the first and subsequently to the second grade of secondary 
schools (either general education or profession~! type). After completing courses 
at the latter they may enter a University or a University grade technical school. 

An overwhelming majority of schools belong to the State. Those few which 
are owned by Social Institutions and by private persons are obliged to conform to 
the standard of the State schools in all questions affecting syllabus, teaching methods, 
level of attainment, and general regulations. They are under strict State control 
from the educational point of view, and therefore fit completely into the general 
system. 

The age of attendance at primary schools is 7 years, while the child enters a 
secondary school at 12 -13 years and· finishes at 18-19 years. 

In Table 17 intensification of colour in certain regions of Poland (the City of 
Warsaw is included with Warsaw voivodship) shows the degree to which the plan 
for general education was executed for the school year 1937 - 38: it embraces 
nearly all children subject to compulsory education in the central, western and 
southern voivodships and somewhat fewer in the eastern voivodships. Altogether 
in the whole of Poland, in the said year, less than 10% of children liable to the com
pulsory schooling scheme failed, for various reasons, to attend school. The rectangles 
in the voivodships denote the number of pupils in towns and in rural districts. 
Comparing the proportions of children in towns and rural areas on the next scale, 
it can be seen that compulsory education is better effected in towns than in the 
country (with the exception of western voivodships where the education system is 
equally realised both in urban and rural areas). 

Table 18 shows the state of secondary education in 1937-38. The colours on 
the map denote the proportion of children in secondary schools to children in primary 
schools. (The City of Warsaw is included with Warsaw voivodship.) In addition 
the rectangles give the number of pupils of secondary schools under two heads : 
higher secondary schools, and lower secondary schools. 
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TABLE 19 

TABLE 20 

TABLE 21 
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Table 19 contains various additional information concerning primary and 
secondary schools and particulars about University grade schools. 

The first diagram represents the development of all grades of schools beginning 
with the school year 1922-23 (school years in Poland start on 1 st September), that 
is, the first year of peace and normal conditions in the Polish Republic after the 
wars and the consolidation of the country by rehabilitation in its own lands. The 
development of primary schools was marked and rapid. The apparent stagnation at 
the beginning and the smaller number of children attending secondary schools is 
explained by a decrease in the child population, which resulted from mortality 
among certain years owing to the war. 

With the school year 1933-34 begins an increase in the number of children 
attending secondary schools. 

The building of University grade schools in Poland shows a continuous and rapid 
increase. 

The next diagram shows the fundamental elements of education (schools, 
teachers, etc.) of all grades at the beginning of this period, that is, the school year 
1922-23, and for the last year for which figures are available. 

The other diagrams deal with pupils of all types of school according to the 
language of instruction. This is a very complicated matter, not only beca:..ise there 
are several nationality groups living on Polish soil, but also because of the fact that 
in some regions the population is very mixed, and each nationality group in Poland 
had the right to educate its children in its mother tongue. There are, therefore, 
many schools with more than one language of instruction. Apart from schools 
where the language of instruction is Polish, or those where, the population being 
uniform or the minorities small and scattered, the single language of instruction is 
Ukrainian, White Ruthenian, German, Jewish, Lithuanian, Czech or Russian, there 
are also schools with two languages of instruction, Polish and one of the minority 
languages mentioned. 

The last diagram seeks to illustrate this problem. 

Table 20 shows the extent of illiteracy in Poland and extra-mural education, such 
as various courses for elder people and for those young people who for some reason 
did not attend school, or who require continuation courses or specialised training. 

To obtain exact data about illiteracy is possible only on the basis of the general 
census of population. The only available data are for the census years, that is, 1921 
and 1931. The ten years' interval shows a big improvement in this sphere (with 
the exception of age-groups 20-24 years in Southern voivodships). For the year 
1939 there exists only an approximate estimate of the percentage of illiterates 
in the whole country. These estimates are represented by one column, while 
the other two columns represent the percentage of illiterates in 1921 and 1931 
respectively. An accurate presentation of the elimination of illiteracy in the period 
after 1931 is not feasible owing to the lack of direct data. The detailed analysis of 
illiteracy pictured on the map refers only to 1931 ; comparative data for urban and 
rural populations according to sex, age, and district incorporate only those changes 
which took place in the period 1921-1931. The further development (represented 
in the last diagram) of centres of extra-mural education and the increase in the 
number of persons who received education at such centres demonstrates to a certain 
degree the rapid elimination of illiteracy among adults. As regards illiteracy among 
school-age children, the diagrams in Table 17, representing the degree to which 
general education was carried out, illustrate at the same time the disappearance of 
i II ite racy. 

The first two diagrams in Table 21 represent the development to 1937-38 of 
technical and trade training schools, which were practically non-existent before the 
regeneration of Poland and which in their last year trained a large number of graduates. 

Th~ other diagrams refer to one aspect of Polish culture, that is, school libraries 
and educational libraries, the degree of utilisation of various libraries, and book and 
periodical publishing in Poland. As far as books are concerned, the crisis of the 
thirties left its mark on publishing. In language .and content the periodicals and books 
represented on the diagrams typify the intellectual movement in Poland. 
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SECONDARY EDUCATION 
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EDUCATION TABLE 19 
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ILLITERACY AND 
EXTRA-MURAL EDUCATION 
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TECHNICAL AND TRADE 
CULTURAL LIFE 

SCHOOLS, TABLE 21 
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TABLE 22 

AGRICULTURE 

Tables 22-29 refer to agricultural problems. Poland being mainly an agricultural 
country, the problems of its agriculture rank high in importance, and more than a 
sixth of the atlas is devoted to them. 

Poland possesses great natural resources, and even before she regained her 
independence, industrial development had become rapid in some areas afterwards 
included in the Republic. After 1918 this movement spread throughout most of 
the country, and the value of industrial production almost equalled that of agriculture. 
Agriculture remains, however, the main source of the nation's wealth, and the main 
activity of its population. The agricultural population has already been dealt with 
in the tables referring to occupation, and the tables below deal with the structure 
of rural holdings, changes which are taking place in this structure, utilisation of the 
soil, produce obtained, breeding, etc. 

At various times during the first half and early in the second half of the XIX 
century the system of peasants' dependence on the large landowners was discarded 
region by region, and from then on began a per~od of rapid decline in the number of 
large landed properties. 

Poland was becoming more and more a country of small landowners. This 
process was more advanced in the southern and central regions of the country, less 
in the east, and still less in the west, where large estates were in the hands of owners 
of German nationality, _who had the support of the German government during 
German occupation. When Poland regained her independence a bill of agrarian 
reform passed by the legislature gave the State the power of compulsory expropria~ion 
of large properties. In addition, as a result of the increase in voluntary parcelling, 
the area of land used for agriculture and for.ming part of large estates was soon 
considerably reduced. Only the forests remained for the most part in large private 
holdings or belonged to the State. On the other hand, however, the excess of 
Poland's agricultural population led to continual splitting-up of rural holdings. As 
few large estates remained to be parcelled, this means for satisfying the needs of the 
agricultural population was soon exhausted. It should be noted that in the tables 
dealing with agricultural problems estates with a total area greater than 50 hectares 
are termed large. 

The map in Table 22 illustrates the average number of small holdings (i.e., those 
less than 50 hectares) per 100 hectares of land utilised for agriculture in various 
regions of Poland (1931 census). 

Self-sufficiency of small holdings varies considerably in Poland, depending on 
nature of soil, etc. 

Holdings of less than 2 to 3 hectares and the greater part of those below 5 
hectares are not self-supporting. (The area here considered as the size of the holdings 
is that part utilised for agriculture.) 

It will be seen that the average areas given on the map are mostly near or below 
the limit of self-sufficiency. This applies only to the average situation in the various 
regions. The circles on the map represent the amount of land utilised for agriculture, 
each circle being divided to show percentage of land forming small ~r large private 
properties, and that in public ownership. 
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TABLE 23 

TABLE 24 

TABLE 25 

TABLE 26 

TABLE 27 

TABLE 28 

TABLE 29 
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The first two diagrams of Table 23 show the division of land according to type 
of cultivation and ownership. 

The succeeding diagram illustrates the distribution in the various regions of 
Poland of small estates (i.e., below SO hectares) according to size. The proportion 
of the smallest holdings in each region is an index of the structure of small rural 
holdings in that region (see note for Table 22). 

The next two diagrams show the extent to which outside labour (i.e., employees 
other than the owner's family) is utilised by small holdings. Holdings employing 
outside labour are generally not merely self-sufficient but produce for market. 

The next diagram shows the development of agrarian reform by parcellation, 
commasation and the liquidation of easements remaintng from earlier times. 

The results of agrarian reform and voluntary parcelling, that is, total areas 
parcelled from 1919-1938, and the proportion of types of agricultural ownersh.ip in 
1939 are shown in the last two diagrams. In the latter year only about 15% of land 
utilised for agriculture remained in the hands of large landowners. It should 
be noted that forest lands were not liable to parcellation owing to the need for 
p.rotecting forests, and they were only rarely passed to small owners. 

Table 24 gives the· percentage of land utilised for agriculture in various regions 
of Poland and the manner in which certain types of cultivation preponderate in 
different regions. 

In all regions of Poland four principal cereals are grown (namely wheat, rye, 
barley, and oats) and also potatoes. The area of this cultivation in the period pre
ceeding 1939 is illustrated in Table 25. 

In the first diagrams of Table 26 are illustrated the development of cultivated 
area and the crops of the above-mentioned five products. 

The further two diagrams represent the area sown for the year 1938 and the 
yields of these products in large and small propftrties. 

Apart from these main agricultural products many others are also cultivated. 
For some of them the sown area and crops are shown in the last two diagrams. 

Four maps in Table 27 denote the productivity of one hectare of wheat, rye, 
potatoes, and sugar-beet respectively in various regions of Poland. 

The diagrams illustrate the productivity In the main agricultural products of 
one hectare of cultivated land and the production per head of population in various 
years. 

Poland possesses a considerable amount of livestock, particularly in small holdings, 
that is, those of less than 50 hectares. 

Table 28 represents the amount of livestock in various regions of Poland and 
the development of breeding for the more important animals in various years, 
classified according to type of holding and age of animal. 

Poland is not among the richest forest countries in Europe, but forestry plays 
an important role in the economic life of the country. The forests belong in great 
part to the State or to large private owners. This table shows the extent of forest 
land and gives a classification of forests in various regions according to type of 
ownership. The diagram below illustrates the distribution of forests throughout 
Poland according to the species of tree. 

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS I 

Number of holdings per 100 ha o/ land under cultivation : 

D uptolS·O 

[=zJ IS·I • 20-0 

~ j 20·1 -25·0 
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AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS 11 TABLE 23 
LAND CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE TYPE OF OWNERSHIP ANO UTILISATION 
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AREA OF THE PRINCIPAL ·CROPS 
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DEVELOPMENT TABLE 26. 
OF AGR·ICULTURAL PRODUCTION 
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FORESTS 
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TABLE 30 

TABLE 31 

TABLE 32 

INDUSTRY, LABOUR, CO-OPERATIVES, 

HOUSING 
Tables 30-34 deal with mining and other industries. Poland possesses great 

natural resources of energy : coal and lignite, and to a smaller extent crude oil. 
There are in addition iron, zinc, and lead ore, a little copper, large deposits of rock 
salt and potassium salt, and minerals such as sulphur, phosphates, etc., in small 
quantities. Moreover, agriculture supplies great quantities of raw foodstuffs for 
manufacture. As Poland possesses rich coalfields and is favoured by a large network 
of rivers, particularly mountain rivers, which constitute an impressive source of 
energy, the conditions for industrial development are favourable. 

During the years of enslavement the industrial development of Poland was 
hampered. None of the three occupying powers was disposed favourably towards 
her industrialisation. Even the exploitation of natural resources was not developed 
(except coal and, immediately before the last war, crude oil and iron ore). 

In regard t~ other industries, foundry production was more fortunate, so to 
some extent were other metallurgical industries, and, in the area under Russian 
occupation, textiles. 

The regaining of her independence gave Poland an impulse towards the new 
development of her industries, but now she was hampered by lack of capital, and 
the economic crisis which swept the world during the early thirties had an adverse 
influence. From 1934 Polish industry returned to normal and new branches were 
set up all over the country. 

It is emphasised that owing to the lack of statistics these tables do not include 
data in regard to the "Central Industrial Region," which was created a few years 
b~fore the war. For the same reason, some of the water-power installations in 
the mountain regions are also left out of consideration. 

The map in this table illustrates the geographical disposition of nat.ural resources. 
Other diagrams represent the development of mining and of foundry production 
in various regions, crude oil refining (benzine, lubricating oils, etc.), and labour's 
growing output in coal mines . 

The last part of this table shows foundry production : iron, steel, and ;zinc. 
The lead, copper, and phosphorus output does not play any great part in general 
production. 

Table 31 deals with power installations (power engines ~nd electric power 
installations), in use in Polish industry. Divisions have been made according to the 
regions in which power has been installed, and according to the various branches of 
industry. 

It must, however, be emphasised that this classification comprises heavy and 
medium industry, and small industry with the exception of those small establishments 
which come under handicraft establishments. A parallel has been drawn in regard 
to power installed and workers employed in 1927 and in 1936, and this parallel proves 
the development of mechanisation. 

Further diagrams show the use of hydraulic power, its aggregate capacity, and 
the degree of utilisation according to groups of tributaries. (The portion of the 
Danube basin lying within Polish territory comprises only small mountain tributaries.) 
Utilisation in various voivodships, classified ·according to th~ kind of establishment, 
has also been indicated. 

The last diagrams denote machines in use in the textile industry (spindles and 
looms) according to whether the branch is heavy, medium or small industry, with 
the exception of those establishments which come under the heading handicrafts 
(8th category of the Inland Revenue system). 

The map on table 32 shows power installed and consumption of electricity 
per head of population in Poland. (Data for consumption do not include the 
city of Warsaw.) Before the 1914-1918 war the degree of electrification in Poland 
was very small indeed. The division has been made regionally. 

Further diagrams illustrate power installed and its output according to regions 
and type of generating stations, and according to the number of establishments 
which possess their own subsidiary power stations in various branches of industry. 

The last diagram denotes the development of power, general production, and 
consumption per head from 1925-1938.· 
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TABLE 33 

TABLE 34 

TABLE 35 

TABLE 36 

TABLE 37 

TABLE ·38 
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Table 33 represents manufacturing industries, heavy, medium, and small, but 
excluding the smallest, as in Table 31. 

The first few diagrams denote the number of workers employed, according to 
industries and regions. 

. A further diagram gives a classification of industrial establishments in 1935 
according to their size. The basis of this classification is tne number of workers 
employed. The importance of the various branches of industry in 1937 is represented 
in terms of total turnover and man-days worked. 

Finally, the map indicates the number of man-days worked in each voivodship. 
Similar figures covering a three-year period are given for the whole of Poland. 

Table 34 shows the quantity of main products turned out by the principal 
industries in 1929, 1934, and 1937. In most cases the total production figures are 
given. For bricks, cotton wool, footwear, planks, boards, preserved food, and 
manufactured cereals the production of the smallest establishments is not included. 
This production is, however, so small that it does not materially affect the whole 
picture. 

Production in 1929 (or in some cases in 1928) is represented for all the industries 
by columns of equal length, thus, apart from the absolute quantities represented by 
column length, we have a clear index of relative changes in all industries: 

Tables 35 and 36 deal with the problem of labour. In Table 35 is shown the 
distribution of wage-earners and salaried workers on the basis of the 1931 census, 
classified regionally and according to the principal !ndustries. 

Wage earners and salaried workers are further classified, the former according 
to age and industry group, the latter according to age only. Mean age of wage-earners 
is based on the 1931 census. 

The next diagrams classify wage-earners in various branches of heavy and medium 
industry in 1938. The concluding diagrams of this table illustrate the range of labour 
inspection in heavy and medium industry during the years 1933-36. 

The final diagram shows the extent to which collective agreements covered 
the relations of industrial employers and employees. 

Table 36 deals with social insurance and public health. 
It is emphasised that in the greater part of Poland social insurance was introduced 

only after the restoration of independence. The state of public health organisation 
in Poland after the last war was so unsatisfactory that the task of bringing order 
into this field presented many difficulties. 

Social insurance is compulsory in Poland and takes in all salaried workers with 
the exception of civil servants and certain agricultural workers. 

Table 37 deals with co-operative societies and shows the intensification of the 
co-operative movement according to the type of society, the growth of co-operative 
membership from 1928-37, and the co-operative movement analysed according to 
nationality. 

(Note.-On the map the City of Warsaw is excluded from the Warsaw voivod
ship.) 

Table 38 illustrates housing and building problems. 
Housing conditions in Poland had been very bad indeed. Dwellings in towns 

and in the country were overcrowded. Mains services-one of the pre-requisites 
of decent living conditions-were not sufficiently developed. 

The bad housing conditions in Poland were due to the long period of enslavement, 
and were particularly serious in the provinces occupied by Russia and Austria, who 
had no desire to improve these .conditions. Town planning was chaotic. No assistance 
was given for the installation of mains services. The damage caused by the last war 
contributed a great deal towards the prevailing bad conditions. 

Table 38 deals with housing conditions in towns and in the country and also with 
the building of new houses. The housing conditions shown are based on the 1931 
census. 

The. kitchen, where it exists separately, is usually counted as a room. Housing 
conditions are characterised by the great preponderance of small flats. These 
conditions are further illustrated by a diagram which gives the average number of 
occupants per room. The density of habitation is worse in smaller flats. 

After 1918 building programmes, both private and public, started afresh with the 
help of State subsidies, but lack of means in a country impoverished by war was one 
of the main obstacles. Certain attempts had very good results. Th~ last diagrams 
illustrate, for example, the building activity of the Society for Building Working-Class 
Dwellings. 
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MINING AND FOUNDRY PRODUCTION TABLE 30 
MINERAL RESOURCES 
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POWER INSTALLATIONS, ·MACH INES 
IN LAl\GE ANO MEDIUM HANUFACTUl\ING INOUSfRIES 

TABLE 31 
MACHINE POWER INSTALLED<1936): 

lnthouundsHP IN VARIOUS IN VARIOUS INDUSTRIES 
MECHANISATION 

POWER INSTALLED 1,795 PARTS OF Percentage of establishment$ : 
1,700 POLAND c:::] with machine power (excluding electrlc power Installation$) 

I.SOO 
C=:J without machine power 

INDUSTRIES : 
STONE, GLASS,......~----..,....,..----------, 

1,300 AND CERAMIC,_,_ _ __..__..,,_...,..--.-.....,_~..,....____,,,_.,...,_.., 
VOIVODSHIPS : METAL 
--Warsaw 

(City of ELECTROTECHNICAL 
Wan:aw included) 

l!lllllitodt CHEMICAL 
900 

~Klelce 
TEXTILE 

PAPER 700 

~Poznan LEATHER WORKERS EMPLOYED 
SOO 

~Silesia TIMBER 1927,_.,......._~ ....... """"''"'L~ ..... ~-r-~--..--.,...._.1 
~Cracow 

FOODSTUFFS 

PRINTING, etc. 
1936~~~~~~~~==::i:::==:::::::i;~-!:---d 

0 I 00 200 300 '400 SOO 600 700 
INDUSTRIES : 

~Others 50 Metal Textile Others 

IN~USTRIE~ . ESTABLISHMENTS WITH MACHINE POWER AND POWER PER ESTABLISHMENT 0936l 
PRINTING, etc. 

ELECTRO
TECHNICAL 

PAPER 

TIMBER 

!--' ........ ...__.., 

Power per establishment : 

c::::Jup to 60 HP 

CJ 60- 90 

[==:J 90 • I 20 

SToNe,GLASsI~~~~~~~~~~~~~ AND CERAMIC 

TEXTILE 

CHEMICAL 

FOODSTUFFS 

METAL 

In chouund H P 0 100 200 300 

TOTAL HYDRAULIC POWER CAPACITY 
IN POLAND 

~To:.I power available 

~Power utilised 111 1938 

HYDRO-ELECTRIC GENERATING PLANTS 

SOO 

Power per ·establlshment: 

c==Jup to 60 HP 

C'J60- 90 
90- 120 

120. 240 

over 240 HP 

MACHINES IN TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
,,.. thouunds SPINDLES 

1~r======~======c:::.:===================:=::i==s:::,1, I 

1937:t. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;i_,J. 
0 500 I.OOO I.SOO 2.000 2.SOO l.000 

In thousands LOOMS 
1932s~====~~~=~~~~~ri--r-r-1 1933 

19l1~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 1935t= 

1936~~~~~~~~~~~~L...L_L..__,L-J 1937!= 
0 10 20 30 '1C) so 60 70 80 90 100 

SPINDLES LOOMS 
1937 1937 

(In percentages) 

INDUSTRIES· 

1!11!1eottofl 

~Wool 

-Others 
(Flu, Jute, Hemp, Siik) 
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ELECTRIFICATION 
POWER INSTALLED AND 

CONSUMPTION PER INHABITANT 
1938 

~ power Installed In voivodship (I sq. mm = 5,000 kw) /~· 
.• in the city of Warsaw 

Consumption per inhabitant · 

C=::J up to 25-0 kwh 

C:=J 25·1 - 50'() 

c::::J 50·1 - 75·0 

~ [ m 

/' 

75·1-100'() 

over 100·0 kwh 

POWER INSTALLED 
IN GENERATING STATIONS 

1938 (over 1000 KW) 
GENERAL 

TABLE 32 
GROWTH OF POWER AVAILABILITY 

AND GENERAL PRODUCTION 
In thoUSllnd kw 

POWER 
0 SOO 1,000 I.SOO 1.750 

ins iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiim--""~~"l"~~i-~~ 

SOO 1,000 I.SOO 1.750 

In million kwh 
PRODUCTION 

0 SOO 1,000 1,500 2.000 2.500 3,500 

1925 

SOO 1,000 1,500 2.000 2,500 ,SOO 

.f,000 

4.000 

TYPE OF 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

1938 
ESTABLISHMENTS : 

PRODUCTION IN VARIOUS REGIONS SERVED 
1938 

~Of Public Utility 

~ Recol"ised u of 
~ Public Utility 

Vo1vodships: 

5Qasnesia 

L.2:2'.J Kie Ice 

~Of Private Utility . ~Cracow 
POWER PRODUCTION 

100~ 0 ~ LO<lz 

90 W~City of WarSllw 60 
~ ~ 1 1".L-L,L-£,L.4~£.,<..<I 

70 ~ Pomerania 

60 

so 

"'° 
30 

20 

10 
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~Warsaw 
~ volvodshlp 
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.. Poznan 

~Others 

GROWTH OF POWER AVAILABILITY, GENERAL PRODUCTION 

SUBSIDIARY 

AND CONSUMPTION PER INHABITANT 
I sq. mm.=500 kw 250 1ndex 1925= 100 
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l20 

~P.eiional 210 

I I I I 
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Consumption 
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I 200 
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MANUFACTURES (1937) 
ESTABLISHMENTS 

INDUSTRIES: 

- Stone, glu• and ceramic 

-Metal 

- Electrotechnlcal 

a Chemical 

~Textile 

DPapcr 

Le.at her WORKERS 
= SOO workers 

-Timber 

-Foodstuffs 
-Clothing 

~Printing, etc. 

~6ulldinc 

TOTAL TURNOVER AND MAN-DAYS WORKED 

~01-----l'l'l------~~---------------l[ := 
351---~:.----~~~-----------·~---i g 

~ 3 
~ > 
w z 
IS1-t.11t-~'l----~~,__~~~~~---i~--+D4-~----~=---1 

700 

eoo 
900 

I.OOO 

1.100 

'° :! z 
--~ 0 

---V,/A--+.~~-~------l~..-~~--~ < 
m 

:-1-l'".r---~~-~-i<QQ--------i:;;c 
:; 

---V/A--+-..~.'V-------100<~-------i~ 

g 
:t--------f'IN't------1 5-

---t'/~"1-~,'+--------l>OC>~------1~ 

~ :'-1----------b.'Y'..t----~ 
1,200 

1,3001-------------------C>OO,___------i 

l.'4001--"-7----------------llM-------l 

1.soor-----------------f!~------; 

l,600L----------------_J,,l~-----__J 

TABLE 33 
PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES 

classified according to number of workers employed 

INDUSTRIES: 

Stone, class and ceramic 

Heu I 

Electrotcchnlcal 

Chemical 

Textile 

Paper 

Leather 

Timber 

Foodstuffs 

Cloth1nc 

Printing, etc. 

Building 

-

• SOO workers 
and over 

PRINCIPAL INDUSTRIES 
classified by voivodships 

10 20 30 ~O 50 60 70 80 90 IOOo/, VOIVODSHIPS: 

// ~'/"/'. ~Central 

/ 
·-'l 

lll!lllEuuern 

//, 'l"/, ~~:::;.~:d 

"///~ 
~Silesia 

//0 /fi 

'/'/,-'l"/, I'//, 
~Southern 

/// //. 

0 // 

I'/ '/.1 

z ,///. _.._. 
10 20 JO 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% 

MAN .. DA YS WORKED 
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INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION TABLE 34 

CERAMIC INDUSTRY TEXTILE INDUSTRY 
In million bricln COMMON BRICKS In thousand q YARN 

:mf 111m11m 1'1°1TI11mi 1m 11m 11m11rn I ::d 111iTI11i'HI1.iTI 11 m11m1 1 m I iT 
in thousand q FABRICS 

'iEffli"ITI 111T1C1Elm 11 ITI I llTI I :ml 1111i1111T1 11!TI11 m I IT 
, In thougnd kg KNITTED WEAR ; .. ~ii~' M~N~rf'~H~i~J~G. IN~U.:T~: ::El 111 Ii! I I m 11 m 11 ITI 11 m 11 iii . 

::~ ! I ! I II I 11 11 11 I I 11 11 I inthoousan~~8 200 300 400 500 1H~~A~ 900 1.00Jl.IOO 1.200 1 .3001 .~ 
'"'~~·" "• INTERN~L co'1pusT1q~ ENG\~Es " :E; I I I I I I I J 1 I I I ! I I I 

.::o~J.11111 ~~lm~ llHJ .111111
•
11
·
11 ·;ruffiil 11m-m~1unmrnti 11rm 1m11m 

193'4~ I I I I I I I I I I in million hat-hoods HAT MATERIAL 
1938..... I I I 0 I 2 l .. s 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 

; ......... ~~LECTR~E~~fi~~1~~L9~~s?usTRY iffil 111 ! 111 ·! I' 11 ! 1.111111111111 
19291 I 2 l .. s I 6 7 8 9 10 II 12 13 1'4 15 PAPER INDUSTRY 

:::: i I I I ! I I I I I I I l I I I i 0<ho•••"~"!o IOO ,~APER200 2SO 1 

"~r SOO .... E~WRt~ M~HIN,~ 3>00 40» ::1111111111111 '1 rn 111 1.111111111 ri 111 . 
::1111111i'ill11111r11111111.111 111 111 1111111 11 1 1,.,0-~?.0D AND l~N~~R INDUSTRIES 

0 500 I.OOO I ,SOO 

CHEMICAL INDUSTRY 1n9 

In tho;sand to1nnes 2 !SU LP,.HU Rl!C AICID SO :e I 9 10 ::~~ 
1929, - I I 1 I I I I in thousand cubic m . BOARDS : ~ ~ 0 1,000 2,000 3,000 4,000 5,000 6.000 7,000 

,'.:oouod ~·~ I 

1 

SOAPS :a;J I I I I f 11 I I I I I I I I 
~ 20 30 '40 so 60 70 80 90 'r In thousand cubic m PLYWOOD 

.!~.t!ia11 1 tLLU 11111 11 -1 :~11111 r 1111 n 111 r 1111.r 1111 r 1 
0 SOO I.OOO I.SOO 2.000 2.soo FOODSTUFF INDUSTRIES 

m:11111411 ~~~~~~~11,~~~~~~~11111 11 i~oofff 1'irl I I I'll 11l'f flijtl~ il!m] II (LI I 11r1111 
lnthousandtoMcs SOLE-LEATHER 70-1 

O 10 20 JO In million q SUGAR 

:m 111111111111 ·11-11 1 w 11111111 :EJ 11 f i r r · r r i r r r r r r r r r 
'"''°,"""' •q. m .. CALF-L~~HER '·"" '·"" "·r •o""~' f ANL\FACT. RED ,cERErS r I 
:a:l 1 11111 I' 111· 11 11111 11 :~ I I 11 I' I i, I I 1111 

In thounnd pam LEATHER FOOT-WEAR In million I ALCOHOL(l~o) 

m:l1111T111m11ffs1miim111m1mi1m 11 m :ml I 11 l·i I 11.1 'i1111r1111 1 
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LABOUR 
WORKERS 

ACCORDING TO OCCUPATION 
WAGE·EAR.NERS 1'131 SALAkJED WORKERS 

I sq. mm.= 1,500 worhn 

EMPLOYED IN : 

~ Agriculture 

~ Mlnln& and Industry 

~Trade and Insurance 

~Tnn1port 

~ Domestic Service 

~Others 

WORKERS ACCORDING TO AGE AND SEX 
WAGE-EARNERS SALARIED WORKERS 

% ~31 % 

IOO~~~~~iiiir--~~~~~~~~100 
90V///// // //////// 90 

80 

70 

60 

so 

80 

70 

60 

50 

30 

10 

10 

0 

~Males 

~Females 

AGE : 

~uptol'4 

IS. 17 

18-ll 

ll-51 

Sl-61 

0 

TABLE 35 
WORKERS 

IN VARIOUS REGIONS OF POLAND 

WAGE EARNERS 

1931 

SALARIED WORKERS 

MINING AND 
INDUSTRY 

TRADE AND 
INSURANCE 

TRANSPORT 

'DOMESTIC 0 
SERVICE 

so 1~% 

1()()00 

C=:J Central voivodshlps 

C=:J Eastern voivodshlps 

~ Western voivodshlps 

.,._..-,...., Southern volvodships 

AGE OF WAGE-EARNERS 
IN DIFFERENT 

OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS rnm 

AGRICULTURE 

MINING AND INDUSTRY 

TRADE AND INSURANCE 

~upto14 

~ IS - 17 

~ 18-61 

~ 62 years and over 

LARGE AND MEDIUM INDUSTRIES INSPECTION Of LABOUR EXTENT OF COLLECTIVE 
LABOUR AGREEMENTS IN VARIOUS REGIONS OF POLAND 

0 
WORKER 
1938 

TOTAL 

INDUSTRIES : 

Foundries 

Manufac:turlng 
induSLrlCI 

Generating 
sutlOnl 

10 20 30 40 so 60 70 80 90 100% 

and wtterworkt~::;i;;::::::::;J;;:::::;;i;::::+~::::=;;::::=+-:~;::::~:::;:t 
0 10 

VOIVODSHIPS : 

Ocentral e=Jwestern 

DEutern ~Southern 

REGISTERED 
WORKERS 

I ,600 In thousands 

-1,soo---- ~ 

1 .a~---1 

1,300 - ---

1,200 

1.100 

I.OOO 

900 

800 

700 

600 

SOO 

400 

300 

200~ 

100 

0 
1918 1932 1'137 

WORKERS 
IN INSPECTED 

ESTABLISHMENTS 
In thousands I ,600 

-
,--

.--

1928 1932 1937 

I 
1,5000 

400 
Pel'Ulltaee 

' olworken 
I 

I 

I 

J 

,300 bound by 
,200 cxillectlve 

,100 

,OOO 

900 
800 WORKERS : 

700 ~Total 

o r 
Cl 

.............................. -...-.,...,......,.... .... ~ 00 

90 

80 

60 

so 

0 
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SOCIAL INSURANCE AND PUBLIC HEALTH - TABLE 36 
DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIAL INSURANCE 

Num~r of people insured In thousands 
3,000.----.--.--.--..--.--.--~-..-~-.---r--..---. 

• 

1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 
WAGE-EARNERS AND SALARIED WORKERS 

Health Insurance ----- Accident Insurance 

WAGE-EARNERS 

---· Rettnng pensions ---- Unemployment Insurance 

SALARIED WORKERS 
R4't1ring pensions 

0 1,000 3,000 13,000 IS.OOO 17,000 

PHYSICIANS 
HOSPITALS-NUMBER OF BEDS 

Number of hospiul beds on each voovodshlp 
(I sq. mm.- 100 beds) 

In 1935 

NUMBER OF PHYSICIANS PER 100,000 PEOPLE 

rzZJ uptQ30 rRZJ over '40 up to 60 

~ over 30 up to 40 ~ever 60 

RECEIPTS FROM MEMBERSHIP 
CONTRIBUTIONS AND BENEFITS PAID 

PER PERSON INSURED 1n 1937 
RECEIPTS I N z L 0 Ty S BE NHITS 

Health Insurance 

Accident Insur.once 

I di I 
Unemployment Insur.once 

WI 
Retiring pensions 

200 150 100 50 0 SO 100 ISO 200 

~WAGE-EARNERS ~SALARIED WORKER511ll1111~~iii~R~~~K;~~ 
HEAL TH INSURANCE CONTRIBUTIONS 

PER PERSON INSURED m 191s 

60 

Cash compensation Hospitals, sanatoria. transporo 

Hedocal aod 

Specifics and dressings ~ Prophylactic and sanitary work 

PROPHYLACTIC INOCULATION in 1910 

I sq . mm. ~ 2.000 inoculations 

AGAINST : 

~Smallpox 

B Diphtheria 

- Typhoid fever 

~ Dysentry 

- Scarlet fever 

•. Typhus 

MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE CENTRES 
NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS IN THOUSANDS 

70 
MOTHERS 

70 700 
CHILDREN 

700 
60 t--------..60 

50 50 

'40 '40 

30 30 

20 

10 
......... ....._...-.___.__, 0 

1935 1936 1937 

600t-----:::=====-ll . ~~-·-H600 

sooi----..-1~ 

'400 

300 

200 

100 

500 

400 

300 

200 

100 
~~~~~~~~~~o 

1935 1936 1937 

· HEAL TH CENTRES 
NUMBER OF PERSONS UNDER TREATMENT IN THOUSANDS 

A T -T I M NTl-VENEREAl 450 
't-------+-------t----------i'400 
1t--~---r~-t-------t----------13SO 

r-r~~~--;,_.m;-t~~~~~--,300 

t-+---------12SO 
t-+---------1200 

150 
100 

so 

1928 1932 1937 1928 1932 1937 1928 1932 1937 ° 
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CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 
POLAND 

Membership of Co-operative 
Societies per I ,OOO Inhabitants : 

c::J up to60 

c::==J over 60 up lo 80 

c:::::J over 90 up to 100 

C:'.J over 100 up to ISO 

over ISO members 

DEVELOPMENT 
OF CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 

JOO Index 

--Consumers (Gen. and Agr.) 

250 ---Agricultural Trading 
--Dairy 
---Credit 

200 - ··- ··- ·· Housing 

WARSAW 

TABLE 37 
Note.-Ar~ of circle denotes membership of Co-operative Societies In each volvodshlp 

CO-OPERATIVE SOOETIES : 

~ General Consu-rs and 
~ Agricultural Consumers 

- Agricultural Trading 

LJ0a1ry 

- Agricult .Credit 

- General Credit 

- Housing and others 

(I sq. mm = 1000 members.) 

( 

AUDIT UNIONS : 

11:118Po11sh 

~Jewish 

~Ukrainian 

German 
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HOUSING (Census 1931) TABLE 38 
DWELLINGS 
ACCORDING 

TO SIZE 
AVERAGE NUMBER OF HOUSING CONDITIONS 

OCCUPANTS PER ROOM INDEPENDENT : (according to occupational groups) 
OCCUP.-.NTS PER ROOM Employers of labour ( In towns ) 

I sq. mm. ·~ 10,000 dwellings 

~I-room ~2-room 

(Z] 3-room and over 

2 I 2 

4 2 0 

IN DWELLINGS: 

••·room ~ 2-room (SJ !~do':er 

BUILDING MATERIAL, 
MAINS SERVICES, AND SANITATION 

(in towns) 

Minlnr and Industry 

Handicraft 

T radc and lns.urancc 

Mining and Industry 

Trade and Insurance 

liberal professions 
1--...-....-.-.--.--.·--.~f--.-'~ 

EMPLOYEES: 

Salaried workers 

Waie·earncrs 

% 1Cl0 90 80 70 
PERCENTAGE OF PEOPlE 
OCCUPYING : 

C===1 I-room - more than 4 per.ons per room 

2·room 

3-room 

~ +room and over 

- 3--4 persons per room 

~ 2-3 pcrso'ls per room 

~up to 2 pcr10ns 

MAINS SERVICES, AND SANITATION 
(in towns of over 75,000 inhabitants) 

PERCENTAG( 
OF BRICK.JIUIL T 
HOUSES : 

c:J1s3 

APARTMENTS 

-Houses 

-Occupanu 

Percentage of: 
houses with 
mains services 
and sanitation 

persons llvinr 
in such houses 

S=Sewers 

W =Water mains 

E=Electrlc mains 

G=Gas mains 

B U I L DI N G c1n towns) 

s w 

ROOMS AND CUBAGE BUILT APARTMENTS AND ROOMS 
•Note.-Cubage In thousand cubic m. DI and 2-room dwcllln&s EXISTING IN 1932 BUILT IN 1932-1937 

(scale on the right) d I ' I I 
in1 l~ousands APARTMENT lt=:=:=:=:=:::==::=:::::r:::::::::=::::=:::::::=:::==:=:::t:::::::: _______ _J 

- rooms 1.930.3'47 t.ooO.ooo I.OOO.OOO 
1

: ----~~~~~~nu ROOMS~':=i===::=:::;::;;:;i;:;;:;:::=:::;:;;!~';;=::=::::;:~•::;;;;:::::::::::::~l='::::::.__,.~c=:::----:-=1 
80r----i---r--.,--r--i '4.226.m 3,0ii),000 2,oob,000 1.000.000 o 1.000.000 2.000.000 

URBAN POPULATION 
IN 1932 Growth of urban-population ..... I -------.---. --. -....-r ___,I I I 19t937 I 

8.523,75'4 6,000,000 {OOO.OOO 2,000,000 t · 2.000,000 4,000,000 

ROOMS AND CUBAGE BUILT Cl9l2-r937> 

- in towns of over 100,000 lnh1blcanu 

20 CUBA GE I 
10.t 20.&Xl Jo.bOO 

I I 
In cubic metreso '40,000 43,790 

ROOMS 
100,000 200.000 300,0QO 418,154 

E G 

BUILT BY 
SOCIETY r-OR BUILDING 

WORKING-CLASS 
DWELLINGS 

S In t ousands 

-Rooms 
--Apartments 

0 
19)4 1936 1935 1937 1938 
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TABLE 39 

TRANSPORT 
One of the main features of the economic development of a country is its com

munication system. A system of roads devised according to a country's econom ic 

structure assists not only its current functioning, but also its future development 

and improvement. 

Living more than a hundred years in enslavement, Poland has been subordinated 

in the economic sphere to the will of foreign powers whose interests did not coincide 

with hers. This state of affairs had its repercussions on the system of communications. 

With regard to railways and roads, all three foreign powers were thinking of 

their strategic and economic needs and not of local requirements. 

Russia's policy, for instance, was that even from a strategic point of view Poland 's 

system of communications must remain undeveloped. This accounts for the lack 

of development of Poland's waterways. Maritime transport had to be arranged 

through foreign ports. Political and economic frontiers cut the greater part of 

Poland off from her own sea-coast, mainly inhabited by Poles and under her rule 

before the partition. 

From the communication point of view Polish territory occupied by Russia 

suffered more than other parts. In addition there were different systems of technical 

planning and construction of roads in the three occupied areas. In 1919 Poland 

had to start reorganising her communication system from this condition. Tables 

39-42 illustrate the development in this field during twenty years of independence 

and the state of affairs immediately before the present war. 

The state of the communication system in the years 1918-20, especially in the 

central, eastern, and southern parts of the country was deplorable. The war of 

1914-18 ranged over the greater part of Poland, and the war of 1919-20 over the 

country east of the Vistula. Both these wars left behind ruined roads and railways, 

blown-up bridges, and burnt or destroyed buildings. Moreover, the gauge of the 

railways was different in the part of the country formerly under Russian occupation 

from that in other parts of Poland. In the Austrian occupied part rail traffic kept 

to the left, whereas in the other it kept to the right . The railways had to repair 

damage, rebuild tracks, and build new ones where none had existed, and concurrently 

with this immense task they had to respond to the ever-growing call made upon 

them by the administrative, economic and cultural needs of the country. Table 39 

illustrates this achievement. 

This table contains first some brief information about the development of the 

railway system, rolling stock, and electrification. Further diagrams represent the 

growth of passenger and goods transport (data excluding narrow gauge track). 

The economic crisis of the early thirties brought about a serious break in the 

successfully developing work of the railways. In 193~-34, however, the situation 

began to improve rapidly, and development was resumed. For the year 1938 

a detailed illustration of the transport of goods is given. The last diagrams 

represent the transit of goods through Polish territory by rail. The greater 

part of this transit is so-called privileged transit, that is, transit between the main 

territory of Germany and East Prussia, which according to the Versailles Treaty had 

the right to priority, reduced tariffs, etc. The rapid ·development of this transit is 

illustrated by the last diagram . The map represents the proportion of privileged 
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TABLE 40 

TABLE 41 

TABLE 42 

98 

transit to transport of Polish goods from and to the ports through Pomorze (Polish 
Pomera.nia). · It must also be remembered that these diagrams show transit traffic 
only, and do not cover local traffic within Pomorze (Polish Pomerania) er traffic 
to and from Pomorze. 

Table 40 shows the degree of saturation of roads and railways, and their lengths, 
in various regions of Poland. 

It has already been pointed out that the Polish sea-coast, cut off from the greater 
part of Poland by a political frontier, had no prospects of development during the 
period of enslavement. The only important port on the coast-Danzig, which had 
prospered under the former Polish Republic-had now completely declined. The 
liberation and unification of Poland immediately put new life into the port. The 
traffic in the port of Danzig increased by 50% in the second year as compared with 
the period before the 1914-1918 war. In the following year it doubled, and after 
five years it was quadrupled. After the economic crisis of the early thirties traffic 
grew continuously. Meanwhile a new port, Gdynia, had been built by the Polish 
Government on the same coast. The turnover in Gdynia was 50% higher than that 
of Danzig. Gdynia became the main port on the Baltic and one of the great European 
ports, equalling and latterly even exceeding Copenhagen with regard to shipping 
traffic. 

The first few diagrams in Table 41 illustrate the development of the ports of 
Gdynia and Danzig. The following diagrams give passenger and goods traffic figures 
for these ports, the latter classified according to the type of goods. 

In addition Poland possesses a number of inland waterways-navigable rivers, 
lakes, and canals (vide Table 1). The greater part of these are found in that part of the 
country which was formerly under Russian rule. The waterways of this area were 
badly neglected, so that even the canals bui It by the Poles before the partitions of 
their country were obstructed with slime and partly ruined. The waterways of 
the area formerly under Austrian occupation were also neglected. Regaining her 
independence, the country started the work of regulating the rivers, building canals, 
etc. 

These works being very costly and slow, hampered the general improvement 
and development of inland waterways communication. Rapid progress in this sphere 
is shown on the last diagram but one of Table 41. 

The last diagram represents the development of Polish airways. 

The -development of the postal service had difficulties which were similar in 
many respects. The lower cultural and economic level resulting in certain regions 
of Poland (especially the east) from the attitude of the occupying powers had its 
effect on the need for postal services. Apart from this, in eastern Poland voivodships 
are bigger and less densely populated, so that the need for postal services was less 
marked. This can easily be seen when we reckon in terms of the area served by each 
post office. 

The postal service was uniform throughout the country. The only exceptions 
to this were certain western voivodships with a particularly good postal service. 
These are m~·rked on the map. (The City of Warsaw is included with .Warsaw 
voivodsh i p.) 

In other parts Table 42 shows the development of letter traffic, money orders 
transmitted (this was especially affected by the world economic crisis), telegrams, 
and telephones. 
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TRANSPORT BY SEA AND AIR TABLE 41 
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TABLE 43 

FOREIGN TRADE, CREDIT & BALANCE 

OF PAYMENT, FINANCES, ECONOMIC 

INDICES 
Table 43 deals with Poland's foreign trade. The exchange of goods with other 

countries in 1922 and in 1938, years for which statistical data are available, characterise 
different stages of development. Unfortunately, because of the war, statistics we~e 
not compiled for 1919 and 1920, while those for 1921 do not include figures for 
exports via Danzig. 

The first two years of the intervening period, 1922 and 1923, were chaotic 
owing to the fall of Polish marks, the currency of that time. Ruined agriculture, 
shortage of food, the reconstruction of industry, and the confused state of the 
currency system were factors which had an indirect bearing on Poland's foreign 
trade, which in these years was mainly with Germany. 

1924 and first half of 1925 mark a new phase: th~ currency system was stabilis~d 
and a tariff war started by Germany compelled Poland to re-orientate her foreign 
trade. At the same time the new high standard of Polish currency and high prices 
inside P~land ·rendered foreign trade more difficult, while the poor harvest of 1924 
made it necessary to import cereais. Consequently, the Polish mark collapsed in 
the second half of 1925. An improved trade balance in 1926 and the second stabilisa
tion of zlotys in 1927 finally put Poland's foreign trade on a better footing. 1928 
and 1929 can be considered as favourable years in spite of their adverse trade balance. 
In the next two years, 1930 and 1931, the world economic crisis, the breakdown of 
various currency systems, and new trade restrictions brought about a diminution 
in foreign trade. The depression deepened in the succeeding years, reaching its 
lowest in 1934, when foreign trade returns were only one-third of the pre-crisis 
figures. The recovery was very slow, owing to the difficulties and restrictions 
encountered in trade relations with other countries. As late as 1938 Poland's foreign 
trade had not returned to the pre-crisis level either in quantity or value ; the lat~er, 
in fact, still fell short by more than. 50% . Fluctuations are to be noted in import 
figures but are not so pronounced in those for exports, which, showing little increase 
in the good years, also declined less in the years that were bad. 

Among the characteristics of Poland's foreign trade which are shown in the 
Atlas one of the most important is the change-over from land routes to sea routes, 
particularly of imports. Land routes, which had carried the bulk of hoer foreign 
trade at the outset, dropped to a minor role, and in the closing years of the period 
two-thirds of the trade turnover was carried by sea. Changes are also noticeable 
in the nature of imports and exports : among the former the percentage of raw 
materials falls while that of manufactured goods rises ; among the latter the per
centage of raw materials shows little change, that of manufactured goods rises, and 
that of semi-manufactured goods falls. As regards purpose, imports show a decrease 
in the percentage of food products and a distinct Increase in machines and tools, 
while the decline in the import of non-durable commodities for industrial use is 
balanced by an increase in that of durable commodities (mainly iron ore, etc.). 
These changes are reversed in export. 
· Finally, the direction of her foreign trade shows Poland's relations to have 

been mainly with European countries: in imports the 1928 proportion was 
three-quarters, in 1938 it was two-thirds. In export the preponderance of 
commerce with European countries was even more marked : for the period 
1928-1938 it was over nine-tenths of Poland 's whole export, and at the end of 
this period over eight-tenths. A gradual but clearly defined increase is, however, 
to be noted in trade with other continents ; in export this covers all parts of the 
world, and in import all except North America. Individually, Germany occupies 
the first place, although trade with that country is seen to be diminishing : it falls 
from a third to less than a quarter of Poland's imports, and from nearly a half to less 

· than a quarter of her exports. At the same time Great Britain's part grows from 
9% t<? 11 % of the total import and from 9% to 18% of the total export; in the i:nost 
recent period trade with Great Britain was second in volume. Imports from France 

107 



TABLE 44 

TABLE 45 

TABLE 46 

J08 

fell to less than half, while exports to that country were more than doubled. Trade 

with Czechoslovakia, both import and export, declined to less than half, while exports 

to Italy were doubled. A slight decrease is shown in imports from the U.S.A., but 
exports to that country were increased more than sixfold. 

This table shows Poland's credits and balance of payment. The first diagram 

gives the totals of money In circulation on 31st December each year from the date 
of stabilisation of Polish currency (1927). The currency In circulation comprised : 

Bank of Poland notes, specie (silver, nickel, and copper), and, for the first few years. 

treasury notes, which took place of coin when the latter was insufficient. These 

notes were subsequently withdrawn. Currency circulation shows a marked increase 

during favourable years with a decrease at the crisis period, and these trends are 

clearly shown In the curve illustrating circulation of Bank of Poland notes. Parallel 

trends are to be seen in the next diagram, which covers short-term credits granted 

by the national, social, and private banks and the savings banks. Totals are for 

31st December each year, with re-discount deducted. The next diagram similarly 

covers savings deposits, figures again being for 31 st December each year. The course 

of the general aggregation of Investments differs from the figures of credits granted ; 

times of crisis show only the slowing-down of the growth of savings, the general 
upward movement continuing. 

The second part of the table analyses the balance of payment between Poland and 

other states, that is, the total foreign indebtedness of the state, local self-governments, 

institutions, and private persons on the 31st December each year, as well as the gross 

balance of payment. The diagram showing the latter is in three parts, dealing 

respectively with the total balance of payment, balance of capital turnover, and balance 

of current turnover. Poland being a poor country with little capital of her own. 

needed a constant stream of investment, a need which was never adequately satisfied. 

The. deficit created by the repayment of capital and interest was met chiefly out of 
current returns, viz .• export of goods, proceeds of transit through Polish territory, 
and remittances from Polish emigrants abroad. 

Table 45 outlines the position of the most Important public authorities-the 
state treasury, the treasury of the self-government of Silesia, and those of other 

local self-governments. The Sileslan treasury is shown separately because of its 

peculiar characteristics : functions were vested in it which in other parts of the 

country were the concern of the state treasury. Local self-governments here comprise 

the governing bodies of voivodships, districts, and those of municipal and rural 
corn mu nitles. 

Note.-The year indicated, e.g., thus: 1937-1938, denotes the budget year starting 
on 1 st April 1937. 

The figures of liability are those of 31st March of the corresponding 
calendar year. 

This table includes several significant indices of economic life In the period 

1928-1938. Only the most Important phenomena of economic life are dealt with, 

and they are divided Into nine groups. Many of them appear separately in other 
tables of the Atlas, but they are grouped here In order to give a complete and unified 
picture of these phenomena and their associated tendencies. 

The year 1928 is taken as the norm on which these Indices are based, since until 

the outbreak of war this year was generally used as a statistical basis not only In 

Poland but in most other countries. The period of comparison starts with 1928. 

Before that time no statistics were kept for some of the phenomena covered by the 

Atlas (industrial production), for others (wages) incomplete data make it impossible 

to ascertain group Indices, while for the remainder (agriculture, employment, price 

levels) the basis of calculation was not consistent, and no comparison of general 

indices is possible. Not many indices (2-4) are given in each group of phenomena, 

the intention being to give the reader a clear general outl ine free from confusing 

detail. Some aspects of economic life which are actually dependent variables of other 

phenomena, such as price levels, payments, retail sales, and consumption, are illustrated 
only in this table of the Atlas. 

FOREIGN TRADE TABLE 43 
POLAND'S BALANCE OF TRADE 
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CREDIT AND BALANCE OF PAYMENTS TABLE 44 
MONEY IN CIRCULATION 
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FINANCES 
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[ I l I l I l I l I l ::~:: 11 l I l I J U 

) ,500 

3,000 

1.500 

2.000 

1,500 

1,()00 

500 

TABLE 45 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS 

LONG-TERM INDEBTEDNESS 
In million zlotys 

1,100..----..:..-----------.1.100 

1,000 I.OOO 

900 900 

800 800 

700 700 

600 600 

500 500 

400 400 

300 300 

200 200 

100 100 

0 

SILESIAN TREASURY 
LONG-TERM INDEBTEDNESS 

200 
In million zlotys 

200 

1932 19]3 19)4 1915 193& 1937 1938 ° 
STATE ACTUAL EXPENDITURE ( 1938/1939) 

.Army 

.Education 

~nslon supply 
~·~ ete 

D National Debts 

~other 

~H11hw:a7s :and 
~ buildlnc 

~Education and 
~ culture 

IIlIIIl Public hc:alth 

rz:2jPubllc safety 

D l11sceUaneo11s 

I sq. mm.=500,000 doty. 
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International data Table I 
POPULATION (according to the last available data) 

COUNTRY 
Population 

In Millions 
COUNTRY 

Inhabitants 

Per I sq . km 

AGE-GROUPS (in percentages} 

COUNTRY 0-14 15-49 50-64 65 & over 

Belgium 8,4 
Bulgaria 6,4 
Czechoslovakia 15,2 
Denmark. 3,8 
France 41,9 
Germany• 69,3 
Hungary 10,1 
Italy . 43,8 
Netherlands 8,9 
Poland 35,1 
koumania 19,4 
Sweden 6,3 
Switzerland 4,2 
United Kingdom 47,7 
Yugoslavia . 15,7 

Belgium . 273 
Bulgaria . . 61 
Czechoslovakia 109 
Denmark. 85 
France 76 
Germany• 147 
Hungary . 96 
Italy . . ~38 
Netherlands 250 
Poland 90 
Roumania 66 
Sweden 14 
Switzerland 101 
United Kingdom 193 
Yugoslavia 61 

Belgium 23,0 54,2 15,2 7,6 
Bulgaria . . 35,4 49,4 10,0 5,2 
Czechoslovakia . 26,3 54,3 12,8 6,6 
Denmark 25,3 53,7 13,5 7,5 
France. 23,0 51,6 16,1 9,3 
Germany• 21,7 55,5 15,0 7,8 
Hungary 26,1 53,6 13,4 6,9 
Italy . 30,6 49,6 12,3 7,5 
Netherlands 30,6 51,3 11,9 6,2 
Poland 33,4 51,8 9,9 4,9 
Roumania . 34,7 52,3 8,7 4,3 
Sweden 22,2 54,4 14,2 9,2 
Switzerland 24,5 54,2 14,4 6,9 
United Kingdom 24,2 53,2 15,2 7,4 
Yugoslavia . 34,6 50,0 10,1 5,3 

VITAL STATISTICS EMIGRANTS 
BIRTHS, DEATHS, NATURAL CAUSES (1938) FERTILITY OF WOMEN (1936) THE YEARLY AVERAGE (1934-38) 

Births per 

COUNTRY 100 women 
of Aie-group 

15-49 

COUNTRY 
Emigrants 
In thousands 

Births Deaths Natural 

COUNTRY Increase 

Per 1000 Inhabitants 

Belgium 6,1 

Bulgaria 11 ,4 

Belgium 6,2 
Bulgaria 20,6 
Czechoslovakia 14,5 

Belgium 15,8 13,1 2,7 
Bulgaria 22,8 13,7 9,1 
Czechoslovakia . 16,8 12,8 4,0 
Denmark 18,1 10,3 7,8 England and Wales. 5,3 Denmark. 9,4 

France .. 6,2 

Germany* 6,9 

Hungary 7,6 

Italy 9,0 

Norway 5,3 

Poland 9,7 

Sweden 5,1 

France 39,1 
Germany* 13,9 
Italy 61,4 
Netherlands 48,4 
Poland 76,5 
Portugal 25,4 . 
Roumania 1,7 
Spain 29,8 
United Kingdom 30,9 

United Kingdom 15,5 11,8 3,7 
France. 14,6 15,4 -0,8 
Germany* 19,6 11,6 8,0 
Hungary 20,1 14,4 5,7 
Italy 2;'3,7 14,1 9,6 
Netherlands 20,5 8,5 12,0 
Poland 24,5 13,8 10,7 
Roumania . 29,6 19,2 10,4 
Sweden 14,9 11,5 3,4 
Switzerland 15,2 11.6 3,6 
Yugoslavia , 26,7 15,6 11,1 Switzerland 5,3 Yugoslavia 14,6 

POPULATION IN CERTAIN COUNTRIES ACCORDING TO LANGUAGE 
Language Of, 

10 Language O.' 
10 Language 0 / 

/0 Language 01,, 

POLAND 

Polish 68,9 
Ukranian 13,9 
Jewish and Hebrew 8,6 
White Ruthenian . 3,1 
German . 2,3 
Others 3,2 

CZECHOSLOVAVIA 

Czech 50,6 
Slovak 15.6 
German 22,5 
Hungarian 4.9 
Ruthenian 3,9 
Others 2,5 

BULGARIA 

Bulgarian 83,7 
Turkish 11,1 
Others 5,2 

ROUMANIA 
Roumanian 75,5 
Hungarian 7,8 
German 3,4 
Jewish 5,0 
Others 8,3 

HUNGARY 
Hungarian 92.1 
German 5,5 
Slovak 1,2 
Others 1,2 

YUGOSLAVIA 
Serbian and Croat 77,2 
Slovene 8,1 
German . 3,6 
Hungarian 

3.4 1 Albanian 3,4 
Other!: 4,3 

LATVIA 
Latvian 71,2 
Russian 13,8 
Jewish 4,2 
German 4,3 
Polish 2,5 
Others 4,0 

LITHUANIA 
Lithuanian 84,2 
Jewish 7,6 
Polish •. 3,3 
Russian 2,5 
German 1,4 
Others 1,0 

BELGIUM 

Flemish ] sff French 45,0 
German 1,3 
Others . O&_ 

SPAIN 
Spanish 67,2 
Catalan 20,4 
Galician 9,7 
Basque 2,6 
Others 0,1 

SWITZERLAND 
German 70,9 
French 21,2 
Italian 6,2 
Romansh. 1,1 
Others 0,6 

FINLAND 
Finnish 89,4 
Swedish 10,2 
Others 0,4 

ESTONIA 
Estonian . 88,2 
Russian 8,2 
Others 3,6 

· With in the Poli tical Frontiers of 1st March 1938 
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International data Table II 
AGRICULTURE 

AGRICULTURAL HOLDINGS ACCORDING TO SIZE 
NUMBER OF HOLDINGS (in percentages) 

SIZE Belgium C:z:echo- Denmark France Nether- Poland Roumania Sweden United 
Yugoslavia. slovakia lands Kingdom 

(1929) (1930) (1929) (1929) (1930) (1931) (1930) (1932) (1930) (1931) 

0- 5 ha 99,8 99,0 96,6 97,1 99,3 99,4 99,3 98,2 88,1 2 99,6 

50 ha and over 0,2 1,0 3,4 2,9 0,7 0,5 0,7 1,8 11,9 3 0,4 

TOTAL AREA OF HOLDINGS (in ~rcentages) 

0- 50 ha 90,2 56,6 79,7 70,8 91,4 76,3 67,8 80,0 49,1 2 90,3 

50 ha and over 9,8 43,4 20,3 29,2 8,6 23,71 32,2 20,0 50,9 3 9,7 
1 Public property included. 2 0,4 - 60 ha. s 60 ha and over 

POPULATION GAINFULLY 
OCCUPIED IN AGRICULTURE 

UTILISATION OF LAND 
(In percentage of total land) 

LIVE-STOCK 
Per 100 ha of land utilised for agriculture 

land 

COUNTRY utilised Forests 
Per 100 ho of l~nd utilised for a1riculture (1938) 

COUNTRY 

Belgium 
Czechoslovakia 
Denmark 
France 
Germany• 
Hungary 
Italy . 
Latvia 
Lithuania 
Netherlands . 
Norway 
Poland . 

. 
Roumania 
Sweden. 
Switzerland 
United Kingdom . 
Yugoslavia 

A A R BLE L N A D 
In percentages of 

total land 

COUNTRY Q I 
l o 

Belgium . 39 
Czechos I ova kia 43 
Denmark. . 62 
France . 42 
Germany• . 43 
Hungary . 64 
Italy. . 49 
Netherlands . 32 
Norway 3 
Poland . 49 
Roumania. . 49 
Sweden 9 
Switzerland . 12 
Un. Kingdom . 21 
Yugoslavia . 33 

Persons 
per 100 ha 

for A1ri 
culture COUNTRY Horses Horned Pigs Sheep Cattle 

33 Belgium 62 21 Denmark 18,3 103,4 92,4 6,1 
32 
17 
22 
33 
27 
41 
21 
29 
28 
33 
39 
45 
21 
19 

Czechoslovakia 59 33 
Denmark 76 9 
France 63 29 
Germany• 61 31 
Hungary 81 12 
Italy 68 24 
Netherlands . 71 19 · 
Norway 4 24 
Poland 67 22 
Roumania 62 22 
Sweden . 12 54 
Switzerland 53 24 

Eire 9,1 84,0 19,9 63,7 
Estonia 7,7 23,2 13,5 22,9 
Finland 11,1 56,2 14,7 31,3 
France 7,8 45,0 20,5 28,4 
Germany• 12,0 69,3 81,7 16,7 

. Hungary 10,7 23,1 41,1 21,5 
Italy 3,6 37,5 13,9 44,9 
Latvia 10,5 32,1 21,3 35,6 
Lithuania 14,0 30,5 30,3 31,7 
Netherlands . 12,7 111,5 59,7 25,8 
Poland . 15,3 41,2 29,4 13,3. 
Roumania 11,9 23,7 16,2 64,7 

7 United Kingdom . 81 6 Sweden . 12,8 60,9 26,7 8,3 
. 36 Yugoslavia 58 32 United Kingdom . 5,6 44,1 22,1 133,4 

AREA SOWN 

IN % OF TOTAL ARABLE LAND IN THOUSAND ha (1939) 
Fodder 
crops 

COUNTRY Cereals other 
than 

COUNTRY Wheat Rye 

cereals 

Belgium 51 17 
Bulgaria 67 6 
Czechoslovakia. 58 20 

Belgium 124 136 
Bulgaria . 1229 181 
Czechoslovakia . 849 1024 

Denmark 50 43 Denmark 131 135 
France 46 25 France . 4728 648 
Germany•. 56 19 
Hungary 68 14 
Italy 45 16 
Netherlands 52 10 :. 

Germany• . 2157 4520 
Hungary . 1872 695 
Italy . 5228 f 05 
Netherlands 124 225 

Norway 22 69 
Poland 60 10 

Norway 41 3 
Poland . 1763 5967 

Roumania . 78 5 Roumania . . 4079 448 
Sweden 40 64 Sweden 337 175 
Switzerland 23 63 Switzerland 76 15 
United Kingdom 40 41 
Yugoslavia . 76 4 

United Kingdom 715 
Yugoslavia . . 2203 258 

* Within the Political Frontiers of 1st March 1938 

AVERAGE UNITYIELDOFCEREALS 
IN 1933-1937 

In q per ha 

COUNTRY Wheat Rye Barley Oats 

Belgium . 26,5 23,9 26,1 26,5 
Bulgaria . . 11,9 10,6 13,3 9,0 
Czechoslovakia 17,3 16,2 17,1 16,4 
Denmark. . 31,3 17,3 28,4 25,9 
France . 15,3 11,6 14,3 14,0 I 

Germany. . 22,2 17,1 20,9 19,9 
Hungary . . 13,9 11,3 13,5 12,6 
Italy . . 14,3 'i3,7 10,7 12,3 
Netherlands . 29,6 23,3 28,7 23,9 
Norway . 19,4 18,3 19,4 20,2 
Poland . 11,8 11, 1 11,9 11 ,5 
Roumania 9,1 9,3 7,4 8,2 
Sweden . 23,6 19,7 20,1 18,2 
Switzerland . 22,2 20,5 18,6 20,5 
Un. Kingdom . 22,8 16,1 20,6 20,4 
Yugoslavia . 11 ,1 8,3 9,7 8,9 

International data 

INDUSTRY AND LABOUR 

GAINFULLY OCCU_PIED POPULATION ACCORDING TO OCCUPATIO~ 
(in percentages) 

IN THE PERIOD 1930-1933 . 
Minln1 Commerce 

COUNTRY A1riculture and and Transport 
lnduscry Insurance 

Bulgaria 80,0 9,6 2,9 1,4 
Denmark 27,1 29,2 13,6 6,1 
France 34,5 34,6 12,8 6,0 
Germany 24,5 43,0 14,4 5,1 
Hungary 49,7 24,2 7,1 3,1 
Italy. . 39,2 34,0 9,6 5,0 
Netherlands 20,6 37,2 15,6 7,5 
Norway 30,7 27,8 13,4 10,0 
Poland 64,9 16,3 5,2 2,2 
Sweden 32,2 33,4 12,5 6,9 
Switzerland 19,6 44,9 15,0 4,5 
United Kingdom 5,2 46,5 19,0 7,9 

Table Ill 

VALUE OF 
INDUSTRIAL 

PRODUCTION 
per inhabitant 

(1929) 

In 
COUNTRY new dollar 

&old 

France . 255 
Germa~y 240 
Hungary 47 
Italy 106 
Poland. 38 
Roumania 19 
Spain 63 
United Kingdom 295 

OUTPUT 
OF LABOUR 

MINING AND FOUNDRY PRODUCTION 

IN COLLIERIES (1937) 
in tonnes per manshift: 

of all of 
COUNTRY Workers Miners 

employed only 

Belgium 0,8 
France . 0,8 
Germany 1,5 
Netherlands 1,6 
Poland . 1,8 
United Kingdom 1,2 

RESOURCES OF COAL 

I In thousand 
COUNTRY million 

tonnes 

Belgium 11 
France . 17 
Poland. 161 
United Kingdom 190 

WATER-POWER 
RESERVES 

In 
COUNTRY million 

HP 

France. 5,4 
Italy 5,9 
Norway 12,0 
Poland. 3,7 
Spain 4,0 
Sweden 5,0 
Switzerland 2,5 
United Kingdom 0,9 
Yugoslavia . 3,0 

1,1 
1,2 
1,9 
2,5 
2,7 

COAL 
In 

COUNTRY million 
tonnes 

Belgium . . 30 
Czechoslovakia . 14 
France. 46 
Germany•. 185 
Netherlands 14 
Poland . 38 
United Kingdom 231 

NATURAL GAS 
In 

COUNTRY million 
cub. metres 

Poland. 581 
Roumania 1860 

CRUDE OIL 
In 

COUNTRY million 
tonnes 

Germany•. . 0,6 
Poland. O,S 
Roumania 6,6 

IRON ORE 
In 

COUNTRY million 
tonnes 

Austria 1,9 
Czechoslovakia • 1,8 
France. 37,8 
Germany•. 9,8 
Italy 1,0 
Poland. 0,8 
Sweden 15,0 
United Kingdom 14,4 

* 1937 

ZINC 

In 
COUNTRY thousand 

tonnes 

France . 62 
Germany 194 
Belgium 202 
Poland. 108 
United Kingdom 56 

STEEL 

COUNTRY 
In 

million 
tonnes 

Belgium . 2,3 
Czechoslovakia• 1,8 
France. 6,2 
Germany•. 19,8 
Italy 2,3 
Poland. 1,5 
Spain 0,6 
Sweden 1,0 
United Kingdom 10,6 

HOT-ROLLED 
PRODUCTS 

In 
COUNTRY million 

tonnes 

Austria 0,4 
Belgium 2,8 
France . 5,2 
Germany•. 14,1 
Italy 1,8 
Poland. 1,0 
Sweden 0,8 
United Kingdom 9,9 

PORTLAND CEMENT 

COUNTRY 
In 

thousand 
connes 

Belgium 2911 
Czechoslovakia • 1350 
Denmark 640 
France. 4285 
Germany•. 15600 
Italy 4587 
Poland. 1719 
Sweden . 993 
United Kingdom 7900 

ROCK SALT 

In 
COUNTRY thousand 

France. 
Germany•. 
Italy 
Poland. 
Roumanja 
United Kingdom 

POTASSIUM 
SALT 

(In K20) 

tonnes 

2337 
4450 
1555 

590 
324 

3133 

In 
COUNTRY thousand 

tonnes 

France. 503 
Germany•. 1968 
Poland. 100 

f 19 
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International data Table IV 

RAILWAYS 
(1937) 

MERCANTILE MARINE 
TRAFFIC ON THE 
BALTIC SEA (1938) 

POST SER VICES 
LETIERS CARRIED 

(1937) 
Lencth of Track Transport 

COUNTRY km per 
100 sq. km 
of Land 

Bel_gium 16,4 
Czechoslovakia 9,6 
France . 7,7 
Germany 11,6 
Hungary 8,4 
Italy 5,4 
Netherlands 9,9 
Poland. 5,2 
Roumania 3,8 
Switzerland. 7,2 
United Kingdom 9,8 
Yugoslavia . 3,8 

COUNTRY 
Percent:iie 

Share in 

(1938) 
the World 

Forelcn 
Trade 

Belgium 3,2 
Czechoslovakia. 1,4 
Denmark 1,5 
France 4,7 
Finland 0,8 
Hungary 0,6 
Italy 2,4 
Nethe·rlands 2,9 

CONSUMPTION 
OF ELECTRICITY 
per inhabitant (1938) 

COUNTRY In 
KWh 

Belgium 629 
Czechoslovakia . 262 
Denmark 278 
England, Wales 
and Scotland 661 

France. 460 
Germany . 797 
Italy 344 
Netherlands :!71 
Poland. 113 
Spain 106 

In thousand in thousand 
km per million million 
10,000 passeniers tonnes of 

In habitants per km &oods per 
km 

6,0 6,4 6,3 
8,9 9,2 10,9 

~0.1 27,0 ; 36,6 

PORTS 

BAL TIC PORTS : 
Gdynia 
Gdansk (Danzig) 
Stockholm 
Stettin. (Szczecin) . 
Helsinki 

In 
million 

NRT 
COUNTRY 

Belgium 
France. . 
Germany 
Hungary 

Letters per 
In-

habitant 

171 
144 
100 

55 
8,0 •· •· 50,1 . 79,8 

~ 8,7 2,2 . . )• 3,-0 • Rostok ./ • .. . ... . . 

6,5 
4,8 
3,9 
3,4 
2,6 
2,2 
1,4 
1,1 
1,0 
1,1 
0,9 
0,4 
5,7 

Italy 
Netherlands 

62 
136 

3,9 • •· ~ I 

. 3,9- 3,0 ·~ -
KiJnl~sberg· '(Krolewiec) 

· · Lubeka·~ Poland . 26 

5,8 6,9 
5,7 3,4 
72 2,9. 
6,5 t 34,3 r 

6,2 2 g• ~ 
' --

COUNTRY 
(1938) 

Norway 
Poland. 
Portugal 
Roumania 
Sweden 
Switzerland~ 

22,1 ~ ' R'iga· "I . :-

~A . ~ A ' TalHrr . • • ·· = .. ,0 
". 29.~ 
.. 3,9~ ' 
" , 

- Memel - · =-· • 
.Ubau 

COPl;NHAGEN 

FOREIGN TRADE 

Percentace 
Share In 

the World 
Foreign 

COUNTRY 
(1926-1935) 

Trade 

1,0 Belgium 
1,0 Czechoslovakia 
0,3 
0,6 
2,1 
1,4 

Denmark 
France . 
Finland. 
Germany 

United Kingdom 13,9 
Hungary 
Italy 

Yugoslavia 0,5 Netherlands 

CONSUMERS' CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES 
(1936) 

Members Members 

COUNTRY per 1,000 COUNTRY per 1,000 
In- In· 

habitants habitanu 

Belgium 60 Norway 52 

Bulgaria 11 Poland. . 19 

Denmark 92 Roumania 0,2 

France. 70 Spain 11 

Finland 141 Sweden 93 

Germany 31 Switzerland · 105· 

Hungary 72 United Kingdom 156 

Netherlands 38 Yugoslavia . 18 

Roumania 23 
Sweden 99 

Switzerland 175 

United Kingdom 175 

Proportion Proportion 
of World COUNTRY of World 
Trade per (1926-1935) ~t:io.l:OO 10,000,000 
In hablta nts Inhabitants 

3,5 Norway 2,7 
1,1 Poland . 0,3 
3,5 Portugal 0,5 
1,6 Roumania 0,3 
1,5 

Sweden 2,4 1,4 
0,6 Switzerland. 3,8 

0,7 United Kingdom 2,9 
3,6 Yugoslavia . 0,3 

BALANCE SHEETS 
OF CERTAIN POSITIONS OF 

BALANCES OF PAYMENTS 
(average 1935-1937) 

In million new dollar gold 

COUNTRY Goods Services 
Interest 
divid's. 

France. -533 +118 +249 

Germany + 46 +134 -220 

Netherlands -192 +112 + 91 

Poland 0 + 31 - 31 

Sweden - 36 + 44 + 22 

United 
Kingdom. - 1717 + 656 +998 
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