LITTERA
'SCRIPTA




MS # D—189

ENGLISH COPY

o THE POMERANIAN BATTLE

AND THE COMMAND IN THE EAST

L+BR7A

3
‘ HISTORICAL DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES ARMY, EUROPE
FORFIGN MILITARY STUDIES BRANCH Restrict pication




D-/87

= D=025
Subject : A CGp "ieichsel" (13 Feb 45)
Title : Erste asussprache mit S35 Reichsfuhrer Himmler
Author $ Bos YOI
Sheets s 7
analyeis ~ ¢ In early Feb 45, Third Pz ‘rmy was transferred

to 4 Gp "Weichsel" and the irmy Commander reported
to RF-55 Himnler near Prenzlau on 13 Feb 45,

This report is & summary cf the conversation.

a¢ such, it contains appreciable information
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TAZ POMEPANTAN BATTLSZ AND THE COUMAND

IN THE EAST

decussiomwith helchsfuehrer 58 idmmler and Lew

port to the ushrer

fopic 1

dirst I'iscussion

W 1 t h

Redchsfuehrer 53 lHimmler

Toward the end of the disasirous operctions in Last

Prussia, the staff of the Third Panzer Army and 1 were

relieved from assignment and during 8 = 10 february 1945,
we were transferred by boat and rail to UM H1LSBURG (Poe
merania). There we were attached to Army Group Velche-
gel (Reichsfuehrer 55 Himmler) but were not yet com=
mitted,

I immedistely established perscnal contact with the
<orps on the right of the Llecventh 55 Panzer Army (lieu=-
tenant General Iteiner) and the Corps on the left wing
on the Second Army (Ueneral VWeilcs. ), both of which were
engaged in bitter defensive fighting to the south of my
headquarters., 1t was intended for the time being th:ut

these Corps be subord nated to my command as a new Army

gector.,




shortly after arriving in RUZMVELSBURG, I requested
to be presented to the Army Group Commander, Reichsfueh-
rer 55 Himmler, and be permitted to make my report to
him, XMy appointment was made for 13 PFebruary 1945.

Late in the afternopn of 13 February, several tech-
nical staff officera and 1 arrived at liimmler's heade
quarters in u camp in the woods southwest of PR NZLAU,.
There 1 was given a thorough report on the situation and
plans by the Army Group G-3, and then by orders from
llimmler I was invited to have dinner with him (liimmler)

his closest assistants at 2000 hours, !immler ap-

-

peared vromptly, received me, and introduced me to his

gaoclates., ile was obviously in good spirite ané carried
lively conversation, touching upcn no official mate

ters. /s he talked,

the arts and sciences., he meal wae simple but well

prepared and served perfectlyes 3Since puests were pre-

gent, an. excepiion was made and every one at the tadle

was served cne glaas of red wine, UHipmler himself drank

only mineral water., JAn hour leter ! immler rose from

the table and arranged to mect me for

2270 1in the office at his quarters,

ler at the appointed hour and there 1

of Staff, 55 lLieutey +t General Lommerdi




,, “3£a_

fercnce, originally plenned for only half an hour, was
prolonged by Himmler to 0300 because of my lengthy re-
port and thus lasted four and a half hours. Lammesrding
was present only until about midnight and then because
of the heavy air raid at DR:3DEN he received permission
from Himmler to leave snd visit his family residing
there, vonsequently from approximately micdnight to the
end of the discussion, I wae alone with Himmler,

Y0 this very day 1 remember in detail the conver-
sation given below. 4Also I am still able to repeat
word for word Himmler's main remurks and questions as
well as my replies. 1t is all the more simple for me
since on returning to RU L5BURGy 1 immediately in-
formed my Chief of Staff, Brigadier General vuellere
filllebrand, about the conversation and slso because
later I often discussed the outcome of the convere

sation with others,

ddmazler:
AB you have been informed by ny G-3, the
leventh 58 Fanger /iyay, together with other
so arvored divisions and 08 armored infantry
divisions which have been brought up, will
break throurch to the south from the area southe

v

west of UTANGART the day aft.r tomorrow and




‘aé&ﬂr%d«fﬁre@~eéﬁmander;ﬁiﬁvahargé\bf tﬁia
mis ion. Unfortunately it was not possible
té;abtﬁin~yeur:r@1eaaa r‘am'maat ,ruasia in

, My aum'aation of postroning the attack
aﬁ‘that a#aambly o ﬂaraea»cauld he cvmpieiad
stoppe, and that you and yaar stal: migut;:
atill b&_“i‘nté’rﬁﬁml Wi reflféoﬁﬂd._é’y the | ueh—-
rer, iive me your honest opinion as to the
gourse of action né the ehunces of succoess

this offensive,

A -compuarison of stre ngih of both sides (our

to failure.
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affiaicﬁt exccution @f t%@ &@tmck w th &adw#

r*an. *x';lwr twun gummoned ﬁaneral UL G-
rian by telephone to come to him ‘rom lopsce

immediately),

(After I had agaln given reasons for my opinion

and very firmly suggested uat to carry out the
1 am convinced that the attack will
to 8 standatill iy the second day.

in that event, I recommend that Jou no longer

gat usclessly but halt the attach iacedinte~
ly ﬁn@ wlithdraw strong reserves ‘or the defense
pgainat the Joviet counte: ‘attack, which can de=-

rnitely be expected. Howeve Xx uauer 110 airw

. Tesorves be trmaﬁferred

arother tlheater

ﬂﬂ &r&ﬁtm&h Las

ul& bring sbout the collupse of your

{fetrlled dlalopue, Himmler was

vineced by t is evaluution).







e:leulations maie b the Supreme Command snd
thoir consesuencas, ‘bout thie timﬁ‘ there

was o short peuse w ile Lammarding left for

_and me). "Herr E&iéhafuéhret, par§i§jﬁa=té
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MS # D—189
SKETCH 1

ESTIMATE OF ENEMY INTENTIONS
13 FEBRUARY 1945

ARMY GROUP WEICHSEL

11t ss Pz ARMY ' /
. | DIRSCHAU 3
SO WOLLIN & BELGARD : y/
M A ! BU
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o\.- L t
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: O
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. ®

o DRAMBURG
(@) O
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PASEWALK % GOLLNOW 1188 xS o \ O
g o\ @ . (()7 > 6 GRAUDENZ
K o

OV —=
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| |
HOHENLYCHEN 7 SCHONLANK

(@)
= ¢ 2 —3 ARMORED ARMIES

€ O e
ARMY GROUP
WEICHSEL @ O PYRITZ — 4 ARMIES
S—

.
. KREUZ
JEBERSWALDE \, L ANDSBERG
Y
0 O

ESTIMATED:

¢
il 40-50 DIV.
~._ MORE THAN 1000 TANKS

leR

BERLIN . . Kl'JSTRIN
et SCALE APPR. 1:1500 000
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oth ARMY



Battle ot Pomerania

(22 FEB —10 MAR 1945)

FORCES :

OWN: KAMPFGRUPPE H. = 1ICORPS (2DIV) ENEMY : 8 ARMORED CORPS
Il SS PZ CORPS =(3SS PZ GR DIWV) 1 CAVALRY CORPS
X SS PZ CORPS = (2DIV) 15 INF CORPS /
KAMPFGRUPPE TETTAU (2 DIV) 24 CORPS + 1600 TANKS

4 CORPS = (92 DIV) + 70 TANKS

300 KM —FRONT
120 KM — SW!TCH POSITION

ONE DIVISION TO A FRONTAGE OF 36 KM
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Bbmerania

BVAR 1945)
' / PUZIGO
- 2d ARMY
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